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President Washington’s  
Proclamation for Thanksgiving Day,  

October 3, 1789 
 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His 
benefits, and humbly to implore His pro-
tection and favor; and 

Whereas both Houses of Congress have, 
by their joint committee, requested me to 
recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be observed by acknowledging 
with grateful hearts the many and signal 
favors of Almighty God, especially by af-
fording them an op-
portunity peaceably 
to establish a form of 
go vernment  f o r 
safety and happi-
ness: 

Now, therefore, I do 
recommend and as-
sign Thursday, the 
26th day of November 
next, to be devoted 
by the people of 
these States to the 
service of that great and glorious Being 
who is the beneficent author of all the 

Escape for Your Life 
By Joel R. Beeke 

 
[Editor’s note:  Dr. Joel R. Beeke wrote this 
article soon after the 9/11 attack on the 
World Trade Centers and the Pentagon. 
Please read it in that context. — lk] 
 
     God speaks.  Sometimes He whispers by the 
still small voice of the gospel to us in tender over-
tures of mercy through the preached Word.  
Sometimes He speaks through His Word with 

power, warning us to turn from our iniquity.  
And sometimes He thunders through His di-
vine, providential judgments of famine, war, 
fire, or some other tragedy. 
 
     On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, God 
spoke to us in thunder.  He did so because 
we as a nation have not been bowing under 
His Word, have not been repenting under His 
stream of mercies showered upon us for dec-
ades, and have not repented under the 
smaller judgments He has sent our way.  God 
sent a just, dreadful wake-up call to America 
— yes, to every one of us.  The staggering 
destruction of lives at the World Trade Center 

and the Pentagon and the subsequent tales of hor-

 

“...also that we may 
then unite in most 

humbly offering our 
prayers and supplica-
tions to the great Lord 
and Ruler of Nations, 
and beseech Him to 
pardon our national 
and other transgres-

sions;…”  
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good that was, that is or that will be; that 
we may then all unite in rendering unto 
Him our sincere and humble thanks for 
His kind care and protection on the people 
of this country previous to their becoming 
a nation; for the signal and manifold mer-
cies and the favorable interpositions of 
His providence in the course and conclu-
sion of the late war; for the great degree of 
tranquility, union and plenty which we 
have since enjoyed; for the peaceable and 
rational manner in which we have been en-
abled to establish constitutions of govern-
ment for our safety and happiness, and 
particularly the national one now lately in-
stituted; for the civil and religious liberty 
with which we are blessed, and the means 
we have of acquiring and diffusing useful 
knowledge; and, in general, for all the 
great and various favors which He has 
been pleased to confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most 
humbly offering our prayers and supplica-
tions to the great Lord and Ruler of Na-
tions, and beseech Him to pardon our na-
tional and other transgressions; to enable 
us all, whether in public or private sta-
tions, to perform our several and relative 
duties properly and punctually; to render 
our National Government a blessing to all 
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the people by constantly being a Govern-
ment of wise, just and constitutional laws, 
discreetly and faithfully executed and 
obeyed; to protect and guide all sover-
eigns and nations (especially such as 
have shown kindness to us), and to bless 
them with good governments, peace and 
concord; to promote the knowledge and 
practice of true religion and virtue, and in-
crease of science among them and us; 
and, generally, to grant all mankind such a 
degree of temporal prosperity as He alone 
knows to be best. 

Given under my hand, at the city of New 
York, the 3rd day of October, A.D. 1789.” 

In 1863, during the civil war which followed 
Washington’s Proclamation, President Abra-
ham Lincoln issued the following proclamation 
concerning Thanksgiving .  This presidential 
proclamation established the annual celebra-
tion of Thanksgiving. Lincoln had learned how 
important it is to stop and thank God in the 
m i d s t  o f  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
 
President Lincoln wrote,  

 
"We have been the recipients of the choic-
est bounties of heaven; we have been pre-
served these many years in peace and 
prosperity; we have grown in numbers, 
wealth and power as no other nation has 
ever grown. But we have forgotten God.  
 
We have forgotten the gracious hand 
which preserved us in peace and multi-
plied and enriched and strengthened us, 
and we have vainly imagined, in the deceit-
fulness of our hearts, that all these bless-
ings were produced by some superior wis-
dom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with 
unbroken success, we have become too 
self-sufficient to feel the necessity of re-
deeming and preserving grace, too proud 
to pray to the God that made us. It has 
seemed to me fit and proper that [the gifts 
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ror, have left us stunned, speechless, and hum-
bled. 
 
     Some heroically tried to save those in the build-
ings, and in the process, lost their own lives.  
Countless stories have been told of heroic deeds.  
One, little noticed, contains much spiritual instruc-
tion.  A policeman, situated just outside the en-
trance of the buildings, shouted to the people as 
they streamed out, 
 
     “Don’t look up; don’t look back; run for your 
life!” 
 
     These words remind us of Genesis 19:17b, 
“Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed.” 
 
     Let’s examine heaven’s message to us in this 
time of divine judgment by considering the theme, 
Escape for Your Life, in three thoughts: 
 
1. Realize your danger — “lest thou be con-

sumed” 
2. Forsake all — “look not behind thee, neither 

stay thou in all the plain” 
3. Run for your life  — “escape for thy life” 
 

I. Realize your danger. 
 
     When the cry of “Fire!  Fire!” ran up and down 
the floors of the World Trade Center and filled the 
streets of New York City, people knew in a mo-
ment that danger was imminent.  Flames are cruel 
tyrants and devour remorselessly.  The very word 
fire can send chills down our spines. 
 
     But that word uttered by thousands of New 
Yorkers on September 11 is only a shadow of 
what Jesus called “hell fire” in Matthew 5:22.  The 
eternal cry of “hell fire” that shall ascend from mil-
lions of lips in the eternal abyss on the Day of 
Judgment, comprehends weighty matters that only 
eternity can reveal.  As dreadful as the events of 
the recent weeks were, they are all but child’s play 
compared with the wrath of God that will one day 
be poured out without mixture upon all those who 
do not repent and believe in God’s Son.  God’s 
wrath against unbelievers has eternity and infinity 
and deity in it — and where these three oppose a 
person, woe be to that person!  Who among us 
shall dwell with the devouring fire of God’s wrath 
and with everlasting burning? 
 

     We deserve far worse than we have received for 
North America has been unfruitful spiritually.  We 
have slighted God’s gospel, despised God’s law, 
and served the Lord lukewarmly at best.  We have 
neglected personal conversion and reformation.  We 
have grown idolatrous, covetous, worldly, sensual, 
proud, and self-indulgent—addicting ourselves to a 
host of evils.  We have become a nation of liars, 
backbiters, and murmurers.  The blood of unborn 
millions is on our hands.  Every three days we mur-
der more babies in their mothers’ wombs in America 
than were killed in the New York, Washington, and 
Pennsylvania tragedies combined.  We have called 
evil good and good evil.  
 
     And yet, God is speaking to us from the ashes of 
the World Trade Center, “Escape for your life, lest 
you be consumed.” 
 
     Our danger cannot be overcome by any human 
help.  Fire-engines went to the scene in New York, 
only to be burned up in the flames.  Cranes are now 
picking up burned out fire-engines and casting them 
aside like toothpicks.  The very means used to extin-
guish the fire were consumed by the fire. 
 
     That is your danger so long as you are unsaved.  
No means of your devising can enable you to es-
cape the fire of God’s wrath.  There is a fire of sin 
within you that you cannot quench; there is a fire of 
hell outside of you that you will never be able to ex-
tinguish.  You are in danger beyond your coping 
ability so long as you don’t escape for your life to 
Jesus Christ.  Your most strenuous efforts, naturally 
and spiritually, cannot deliver you from the wrath of 
a holy God who cannot dwell with sin and sinners.  If 
you neglect the only way of salvation, how can you 
escape? 
 

O sinner, seek His face, 
Whose wrath you cannot bear; 

Fly to the dying Savior’s wounds, 
And find salvation there. 

 
     Escape for your life.  Realize your danger.  Don’t 
trifle with your own soul, with hell and heaven, with 
God and His bleeding, inviting Son. 
 
     Your danger requires immediate attention.  
Those people who successfully escaped the World 
trade Center this week, didn’t stop to fill their brief-
cases.  They escaped for their lives!  They ran for 
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the stairs.  There was not a moment to waste.  
So it is with you.  You have not a moment to 
lose.  “Escape, Lot;” the angels say, “for your life 
—it is now or never.  A few more minutes, a few 
more hours, and it will be too late. 
 
     “Escape for thy life, lest thou be consumed” is 
a present-tense cry.  “Behold, now is the ac-
cepted time — now is the day of salvation.”  
Now, now, now!  Tomorrow’s faith is simply to-
day’s unbelief.  Good intentions will bring you to 
hell, not to heaven.  Procrastination doesn’t only 
steal time; it destroys souls.  “Set thine house in 
order; for thou shall die and not live.” 
 
     There is but a step between us and death.  
Repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
trembling and needy sinner, and you shall be 
saved.  Don’t repent and don’t believe, and you 
will be lost.  John 3:36 says, “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be-
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 
 

II. Forsake all. 
 
     Lot had to forsake his former friends, who 
were not believers — including some family 
members.  He had to forsake his former com-
forts.  He had gone to Sodom to live a comfort-
able life.  No doubt he had a well-furnished 
home.  But now, he had to leave everything be-
hind. 
 
     Lot had everything at stake.  If he had stayed 
in Sodom, he would have lost all.  He would not 
just have lost his home, his furniture, and his 
family, but he would have lost himself. 
 
     Lot had to forsake all from his heart.  His wife 
escaped, but not with her heart.  She looked 
back and became a pillar of salt.  “Remember 
Lot’s wife;” Jesus warned (Luke 17:32).  
 
     If you don’t forsake all to follow Christ — if 
you try to cling to this world or allow your self-
indulgence or possessions to stand between you 
and Christ — one day, soon, you will lose every-
thing, including yourself.  What will it profit you if 
you gain the entire world, but lose your own 
soul?  If you don’t forsake all for Christ, Christ 

will forsake you on the great day, and if your soul 
goes lost in that day, it would have been far better 
for you to have never been born.  Far, far better to 
enter heaven like Lazarus than to be the rich man 
cast into hell (Like 16:19-31). 
 
     Escape for your life.  Don’t look behind you.  
Don’t stay in the plains of this world.  Forsake evil 
friends, materialistic bondage, worldly toys — yes, 
forsake all to follow Christ.  Take up your cross, 
deny yourself, and follow Christ. 
 
     Escape for your life — your immortal life, your 
eternal life.  Will you be content to lose your life; 
content to perish in your sin?  If your house was set 
on fire tonight, and the cry arose, “Fire!”; would you 
not immediately leave everything behind and run out 
of your house to save your life?  Today, God calls to 
you that the fires of hell are stoked and that you 
must escape for your life. 
 
     Dear child of God, you have known what this is.  
You have forsaken all in the past.  Are you still for-
sake all in the present?  Or, are you like Lot, linger-
ing too much in this world, becoming too cozy with 
worldly people?  Are you in danger again of perish-
ing with the world? 
 
     Don’t forget:  if Lot had not escaped, he would 
have perished with the Sodomites. God, of course, 
graciously preserved him.  But that doesn’t mean 
that Lot didn’t have to forsake all and escape for his 
life.     
 
     III.  Run for your life 
 
     “Escape for your life, Lot;” the angels said.  Lot 
must not stop to argue.  Nor must you.  You don’t 
need more evidence of your need.  Your conscience 
tells you that you must be born again, that you must 
repent and believe. 
 
     As Lot must run from the doomed city of Sodom; 
as the people had to run from the doomed Trade 
Center, so you must run from this present, evil 
world; this City of Destruction.  Run for your life. 
 
     But where must I run?  Run to the mountain.  
Symbolically, that means don’t return to sin and Sa-
tan, for that is looking back to Sodom.  Don’t rest in 
yourself or the world, for that is staying in the plain.  
But run to Christ and Heaven, for that is escaping to 
the mountain.  Entrust your soul, your all, to Him for 
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his life and a better one. 
 
     If you won’t entrust your soul to Christ, whom 
can you trust?  Will you trust yourself? 
 
     Why do you linger?  Is not Christ the Physi-
cian and His blood the balm that you need?  
Why are you not recovered (Jer. 8:22)?  Your 
conscience tells you that God is more willing to 
save you that you are willing to be saved.  You 
know the good news that Christ came to save 
sinners.  You know that the chiefest of sinners is 
welcome with Him.  Even the dying thief on the 
cross — whose record may well have been able 
to compete with the terrorists behind all this re-
cent destruction — found mercy. 
 
     Yes, but how do I come?  You come, by the 
Spirit’s grace, just as you are, with all your sin, 
repenting, believing, surrendering all into the 
arms of God, pleading on God’s promises to 
save the lost.  You come trusting wholly in the 
blood of Jesus Christ to save your soul, forsak-
ing the ways of sin.  You come in gracious re-
sponse to the promises of the gospel as a poor 
needy sinner, trusting in the full righteousness of 
Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.  You come 
trusting Christ’s perfect, active obedience to the 
law and His perfect, passive obedience in paying 
for sin to be your satisfaction of God’s holy jus-
tice; to be your only ground of reconciliation with 
God. 
 

A wounded weak, and helpless worm, 
On Christ’s kind arms I fall; 

Be thou my strength and confidence, 
My Jesus and my all. 

 
     Oh, I beseech you, run for yout life; run 
straight to Christ.  Don’t run to ceremonies, feel-
ings, ministers, works, orthodoxies—but run 
straight to Christ.  Fall into His arms — the arms 
of the evangel, the arms of the Savior who Him-
self is the gospel. 
 
     Don’t look behind you.  Run for your life.  Be 
ye reconciled to God. 
 

 — Joel R. Beeke 
 

 

of God] should be solemnly, reverently, and 
gratefully acknowledged with one heart and 
one voice by the whole American people. I 
do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens . . . to 
set apart and observe the last Thursday of 
November next as a day of thanksgiving and 
praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth 
i n  t h e  h e a v e n s . ” 
 

     The attitudes of these great American presi-
dents toward God speak with great seriousness 
to our generation.  If the people of Lincoln’s day 
had forgotten God, what should we say of our 
contemporaries?   This writer is deeply grateful 
to God that President George W. Bush acknowl-
edges God and realizes God has control of the 
nations.  In the face of criticism from every quar-
ter, he has stood unapologetically as a God-
fearing man.  Sadly, great numbers of citizens in 
this land are opposed to anyone or anything that 
is godly.  That men are “too proud to pray to the 
God that made us” while believing their suc-
cesses came through self-sufficiency is the pin-
nacle of un-thankfulness. 

     To have spoken with such thanksgiving and 

“Do not deceive yourselves; 
it is not an indifferent thing 
whether you will come to 
Christ upon his invitations 
or not; a thing which you 
may put off from one occa-
sion to another.  Your pre-
sent refusal of it is as high 
an act of enmity against 
God as your nature is capa-
ble of.” 

— John Owen 

Bottom of page 6, please 
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commitment to God, President George Washington was undoubtedly, as correctly reported in 
history, a man of prayer.  Some liberals who have committed themselves to re-writing history will 
have a very tough time of smearing Washington’s good name in light of his Thanksgiving Procla-
mation.  

     Thanksgiving has long been the policy for Christians.  In the early United States, the Puritans 
and most Baptists were opposed to the observance of Christmas which they regarded as a 
Catholic custom.  Thanksgiving, for the Puritans and many others,  took the place of Christmas.  
It is indeed gratifying that in this very special way—public proclamations,  our first and sixteenth 
Presidents recognized God as the source of every blessing that we have enjoyed from the begin-
ning of our country.  They saw him as the Great Sovereign over all nations.  This is the God of 
the Bible.  We dare not be filled with pride in thinking and saying that our hand has worked to 
bring us to the present state of material wealth and standing in the world.  Indeed, pride goes be-
fore a fall.  It is God who sets up kings and deposes kings; He raises up nations and causes their 
demise.  We are the created—the dependent;  He the creator, the great I AM — the Almighty. 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen”       

     Let us give hearty thanks to our Creator and Savior, Almighty God and His only begotten Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has been our benefactor in every hour of our lives—for in Him we 
live, and move, and have our being.  Without Him, we are nothing.    — lk 

Proclamation for Thanksgiving... (from page 2) 
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