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SIN, FREEWILL, DETERMINISM 
(A Sermon) 

Elder Stanley Phillips 
June 26, 2005 

   
My thoughts this morning are on a subject greater than I can deal with adequately. Greater 
minds than mine have stumbled all over it. To begin, let me read a portion of my text, found 
in Romans 6:17. I will do as many; I'll read it as if it has a period after what I read, but it 
does not. However, I will get back to the full text later. Paul wrote to the Church at Rome: 
"But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin."  Can you imagine him reading this in 
the Bethany PBC in Atlanta, Georgia! All over the house, a gasp of breathless madness would 
seize the congregation! "Paul! You made God the author of sin! You are an Absolutist! Away 
with that heretic!" and letters would be addressed to the deacons of the church at Antioch to 

build a firestorm under his feet to get him 
excluded! Did I read that passage wrong? 
Listen carefully: "But God be thanked, that 
ye were the servants of sin." (long pause) 
"But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin." (Pause) My subject is sin. 

 
It is believed by some, including we 

here in this body, that God is all-powerful. 
That He created all things from nothing. 
That He is infinitely "good." The Lord Jesus 
said, "There is none good but God." Now, 
let me ask you something very thought-
fully: "Did an all powerful and good God 
cause, determine, allow, permit, or refuse 
to intervene and sin entered into His crea-
tion? Is He all-powerful? Then could He 
not have prevented it? Is He infinitely 
good? Then why did He allow it - or will it, 
if He did? Can God be both all powerful 
and at the same time be infinitely good? 

Training Children 
 

My wife and I were buying groceries in 
the Wasilla Fred Meyer store.  Suddenly, 
piercing screams and yells came from a 
little boy supposedly under the supervi-
sion of his mother.  He screamed, kicked, 
and grew red in the face.  The woman 

stood helpless and embar-
rassed.  She could have 
given him a “time out,” 
right?  Wrong?  If parents 
cannot control a child’s be-
havior, how on earth can 
they expect a child to be 
still for a time out?  That is 
about the silliest thing I’ve 

heard in my entire life about rearing chil-
dren.  I spoke up and said, “That kid is on 
the wrong track—he needs switchin’.”  A 
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He screamed, 
kicked, and 

grew red in the 
face.  The 

woman stood 
by helpless 
and embar-

rassed.  
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Sin, Freewill, & Determinism — Continued 
My subject is sin. What about it? 

 
The pastor of the church mentioned 

says that the "all things" that work to-
gether for good to them that love God is 
really only five things . Preachers want to 
exonerate God to protect His honor, lest 
He be defamed because sin entered into 
the world and death by sin. Did it sneak 
in? Was He not looking? Or was He power-
less to prevent it? But does the eternal 
God need some puny man to defend His 
name? I doubt it. 

 
Sin. The greatest philosophers, pagan 

or "Christian," or "secular" all admit that 
there is a problem with sin in the universe. 
It is here; it is there; it is all around us, 
indeed it "is us" - "sinful flesh." None have 
written anything without including that 
"problem" in their analysis. Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle, all tried to find an answer 
to that "problem." Augustine introduced 
the gosh-awful theory of "free will" in an 
attempt to answer the question "How sin 
entered into the world." Even today, even 
though Augustine realized his mistake, 
and opposed it in latter life, Presbyterian 

students will throw it up, that "even 
Augustine believed man had a free will." 

 
Augustine had once been a dualist. 

That is, He had subscribed to the theory 
that Daniel Parker "the Two-Seeder Primi-
tive , had held, that both God and the 
Devil were eternal and co-existent. That 
seemed to solve the problem: "The devil 
did it." But when one realizes that God's 
word affirms that God created "the 
crooked serpent," and "the waster to de-
stroy," and "the wicked for the day of 
evil," Dualism was no help at all. The 
"problem" still existed. So with freewill: 
The "problem" still existed. In fact, Free-
willism aggravated it to the highest de-
gree. Freewill was set up as, and above 
God Himself. It has led to the almost com-
plete paganization of "Christianity." 

 
So sin exists. If we did as the late gov-

ernor of Alabama, and put God's influence 
out of our "daily lives," and God has noth-
ing to do with sin or wickedness, then we 
have virtually excluded God from the earth 
altogether. Sin is far more prevalent in our 
society than righteousness; evil abounds 
far greater than "good." In fact, "there is 
none good," but all men are "evil." "There 
is none righteous, no, not one." So to ex-
clude God from any consideration of our 
subject is to practically endorse atheism.  

      
The problem is that sin is pervasive in 

everything. Our economic system would 
collapse immediately if men were not cov-
etous. We all want more, and more. If a 
man could own the whole world he would 
not be satisfied. He would attempt to own 
the moon to plant his garden on! We call it 
the law of “supply and demand," but the 
Bible calls it "covetousness." There is none 
that do not recognize that sin is a problem 
- at least for that other fellow. We all, in-
cluding Predestinarian Old School Baptists, 
pick and choose what the Bible says that 
we should or should not do. We all are 
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Sin, Freewill, and Determinism  — continued 

highly selective. I like this sin, this sin, 
and this one; but that one, and that one, 
is a "no-no." My sins are better than your 
sins. You ought not to do those that you 
do. But mine aren’t all bad - they are little 
"white ones." 

 
But, in all this, none seem to care to 

thoughtfully engage in looking at the prob-
lem. I sometimes think the public schools 
have failed by not teaching children to 
think "critically." They are too busy playing 
ball, or learning "sex education", and other 
important stuff like that! But, how did sin 
enter into Adam's paradise? Let’s examine 
it a little. 

 
The apostle John wrote: "He that com-

mitteth sin is of the devil; for the devil sin-
neth from the beginning." (I John 3:8). It 
appears to me that John is placing the em-
phasis upon the Devil, whom God created. 
Then he adds this: "For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil." So, here is 
one of the purposes for Christ coming into 
the world, to destroy the works of the 
devil. Since Christ was set up "as the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world," it then seems obvious, that it was 
God's purpose that  

 
 (1) He should create the devil,  
(2) that the devil have works in this 

time world to destroy, and  
(3) that Christ should destroy them.  
 
Thus, we cannot escape the conclusion 

that sin entered into the world by the 
devil, and man, and its entrance into the 
world was according to the will, or purpose 
of God. If it was God's PURPOSE that the 
Son destroy the devil's work, then it must 
also have been His will that sin exist. The 
fact that provisions were made to answer 
the problem of sin before He created the 
world, is the loudest argument for His hav-
ing a purpose that it enter. For surely He 

could have prevented it if His purpose was 
otherwise. To dispute it is to destroy the 
concept of God's sovereignty over all His 
works; rob Him of His dominion; and sub-
stitute something else - some duality - as 
co-equal to God.  

 
Now, I promised not to take the text 

out of its context. We read the rest of the 
verse in Romans 5:17, "But God be 
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered to 
you." 

 
It is not a matter of thanksgiving that 

men are sinners, per se. It is so that they 
are made to be feeling sinners, for Christ 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance. The word "were" pro-
foundly changes the subject to a gospel 
doctrine for an individual called by grace. 
Without that sinnership, there is no salva-
tion. Without the entrance of sin into the 
world, there could be no salvation! There 
may not have been any of us either! So 
did God will that sin enter the world? 

 
Does God have a "free" will? By "free" 

will, I mean can God choose between two 
opposite things, good or bad? That is what 
the Freewill Baptists say is "freewill." They 
say that the sinner is free to choose or not 
to choose to let Jesus save them. There is 
no other influence except their will in mak-
ing that choice. So, again, Does God have 
a "free" will? Can He freely choose to tell a 
lie? No. "God, who cannot lie, promised, 
etc." Can God steal? The law says, "Thou 
shalt not steal." Can God violate that law? 
No. How can one steal from Himself? He 
made all things Himself and FOR Himself! 
So He is under no law, and hence He can 
do no wrong. Anything He does is "good," 
because He does it. 

 
      So, by the definition of the theory 

of "freewill," the corrupt man has elevated 
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himself ABOVE his Creator. He has a 
"freewill" but God does not! But, does man 
have a freewill? Is his will free to choose 
either good or bad without any outside 
force, motive, or power influencing him? I 
don't think so! You know I don't! There is 
always something influencing my will, or if 
not my will, my choices. You can't make 
me willing to eat a 'possum. Unless you 
come up with a definition for "eating," dif-
ferent from mine. If I swallowed it, it 
would come back up. So I doubt that is 
"eating." Now, I know people eat 
'possums. My Dad ate 'possums. I had a 
'possum-eating role model sitting at the 
head of the table as a child, but I was not 
"free" to eat that baked 'possum and ta-
ters. I really did "will" to eat some - just to 
"taste" it; but alas, my will was not free. 
To this day, I've never tasted 'possum and 
sweet taters. I can't eat road-kill. So, if 
God made man in His own likeness and 
image, then man never had a freewill, be-
cause God has no freewill. He can ONLY 
choose that which is good. Man can only 
choose that which is evil, now that he is 
fallen in Adam. So, if sin entered into the 
world, and God can only choose that which 
is good, then from God's standpoint - not 
from man's - the entrance of sin into the 
world could not have been "bad."  

 
What has made it "bad," is that the 

same God that willed that sin enter into 
the world to magnify Himself in all His holy 
attributes, placed man under a LAW. That 
law establishes a "moral" standard of 
measurement of good or bad. Now, I'm 
sure we will agree that had God not placed 
man under a law, man could not have 
sinned. "Where there is no law there is no 
sin," or transgression. So, the fact that 
God put man under a law demonstrates 
that He willed for him to sin. Did that 
make God the "author of sin"? Not at all. 
God didn't violate the law. Man did. God 
could not violate the law. Man could and 
did, and God knew that he could and 

would. You asked, but why would He do 
this. I answer: "to magnify Himself; to re-
veal Himself to man." In the case of Phar-
aoh, why did God harden his heart that he 
would not let the people leave Egypt? The 
Bible answers this "why". "For this same 
purpose have I raise thee up, that I might 
show My power in thee, and that My name 
be declared throughout the earth." Was 
God the "author of Pharaoh's sin"? Does 
God not have a right to do what He will 
with His own? I say yes! Whatever He 
does with them is right, just, and good. 

 
In the beginning, the great almighty 

omnipotent God spoke this vast and amaz-
ing universe into existence. What a dem-
onstration of raw POWER! None can dis-
pute that it was one most powerful thing 
to create the earth, seas, mountains, sun, 
moon, stars, galaxies! Wonder of wonders! 
What PERFECTION; WHAT POWER! But, 
where is God's love, His mercy, His long-
suffering, His great grace, etc.? What little 
could feeble man know of God if sin had 
not entered the world! They could not 
know His love for there would be no con-
trasting hate. The word "mercy" itself, 
would have never been a word, until sin 
entered the world and justice demanded a 
penalty for the transgression. Ah, my soul, 
tell me: Did God not deliberately and will-
fully ordain that sin enter the world and 
that justice with unflinching eyes frown 
angrily upon the transgressor. No pity in 
Justice to cowing man sneaking away into 
the brush to hide his ungodly rebellion 
from His Creator God! Yet, tender-hearted 
mercy stood betwixt the two with loving-
kindness in her arms. Don't tell me that 
God didn't know! That He could care less! 
That sin was an "accident." May I suggest 
that if God had not put the tree in the gar-
den to test man, would man have even be 
able to prove his faithfulness to his Maker 
by anything that he could ever do? I re-
verse the order often charged against us; 
That is, if the tree of the knowledge of 
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good and evil was not placed in the gar-
den, man would have only been a puppet! 
A robot! Without sin, the whole system of 
salvation by free and sovereign grace 
crashes to the ground, and Adam man is 
left worse off than if he had never been 
created! Adam in his original state was 
never made to be a heavenly or spiritual 
creature. He was higher than the beast 
only in that he was made a rational being. 
But with salvation, the elect are raised 
higher than they ever could have been in 
the original creation. But hear this, poor 
trembling soul: Sin brought the very con-
dition needful to display the shining glory 
of God's grace in the sacrifice of His dar-
ling Son. 

 
Ah, Me! How can words be uttered to 

express it! That God willingly, deliberately, 
on purpose, ordained simultaneously, that 
His Son be the sacrifice for sin and that sin 
enter into paradise; and God would 
thereby display His glorious attributes. 
Some men will know God as He is. Some 
men will bow in willing acquiescence be-
fore Him in adoration and praise. Some 
men will rebel and defy the God of 
heaven, their Maker, and beg for the 
mountains to fall upon them and hide 
them from the face of the severity of His 
Justice; some men will know the everlast-
ing love of God; and some men will under-
stand what it is to feel the hatred of His 
wrath and vengeance against their willful 
rebellion. 

 
"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 

yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto right-
eousness? (Romans 6:16). If sin had not 
entered, there would be no dominion of 
sin. Had righteousness not entered, there 
would be no kingdom of righteousness. 
The two diametrically opposites are, in 
fact, mutually agreeable. You can't have 
the one in the absence of the other.  

 
Thus, the mercy of God is seen in the 

Son bearing the penalty of sin in His body 
on the tree, and imputing His righteous-
ness to guilty sinners made to know their 
real status before the Holy God. Brethren, 
even among our own churches, few will go 
as far as some even fewer to say, that 
when God demanded the justice of God for 
our sins, Christ paid the full price due be-
cause of our sins. The Father did not let 
Him off the hook easily because He was 
His Son. No! No! No! Regardless of what 
others think, we feel sure He paid the full 
price, and went into hell, and suffered the 
eternal hell due for all our sins that were 
actually imputed to Him. Some wont have 
this thought; but some wont have Him de-
liberately purposing that sin enter into the 
world to magnify His grace, either. But He 
was our Jonah. "As Jonah was in the belly 
of the whale three days and three nights, 
even so the Son shall be in the heart of 
the earth three days and three nights." 
And as the Son, Jonah cried: "And I cried 
by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, 
and He heard me; out of the belly of hell 
cried I, and Thou heardest my voice. (You 
should read the whole 2nd Chapter of Jo-
nah) "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 
neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to 
see corruption." How the fullness of God's 
grace supplies nourishment for our poor 
souls. Brethren, "I thank God that you 
were the servants of sin, but have obeyed 
from the heart the doctrine" of God's sov-
ereign grace and despised the deified idol, 
"free will." It isn't worth bowing down be-
fore. It never solved the problem of sin to 
begin with. It has ever been an utter fail-
ure in its supposed utility. God only is to 
be praised.   

 
[Copied by permission of Elder Stanley Phillips—lk] 
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meat-market worker nodded his head, 
knowingly and smiled.  Others shook their 
heads in agreement.  Will that woman 
ever switch the child?  I doubt it.  This is a 
scene that is oft repeated in the markets 
across our land.  Parents have no control 
of their children, and the children are inso-
lent, disobedient, full of wrath, disrespect-
ful, and rude. 

 
In our day, more than any other time 

in my lifetime, there is a great need to 
teach parents how to train their children.  
Evidently, most young people who are now 
parents have been, themselves, brought 
up amiss – if they were brought up at all.  
People grow up in spite of their not being 
“brought up” and become liabilities to so-
ciety.  Their children are, by and large, 
like themselves – untrained, undisciplined, 
unruly, disobedient, and lazy.  Children 
need training at the hands of Godly par-
ents who are willing to believe what God 
says about rearing children in spite of the 
multitudes in this crumbling society who 
want to do nothing – or everything else, 
as long as it isn’t what God commands 
parents to do. 

Only once in the New Testament are 
Fathers exhorted to “bring up” their chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.  This exhortation is found in Ephe-
sians 6:4: 

 
And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil-

dren to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 
This commandment is given to fathers.  

Fathers are responsible to God.  It is a 
shame in our land how many fathers leave 
the bringing up of their children to their 
wives.  Both nurture and admonition (of 
the Lord) are strong words.  The Greek 
word which is translated as nurture in this 
verse is otherwise translated as chasten-
ing, instruction, and chastisement. 

 
Admonition comes from a Greek word 

which means confrontation and exhorta-

tion.  What is admonition?  An admonition 
puts a person in mind of his duties—it 
warns him against doing wrong.  Bringing 
up children requires training.  The little 
depraved, self-willed, sinner must be 
trained to submit himself to parental au-
thority. 
 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go: and when he is old, he will not de-
part from it.” — Proverbs 22:6. 
 
    Training and teaching are not the same 
thing.  A teacher imparts information and 
hopes the student will learn it.  Parents 
cannot hope to train their children by 
merely “telling them.”  Before mom and 
dad can really “tell them,” the children 
must be trained to listen and obey. 
 
    Most parents do not think they can train 
their little children.  Parents ought to train 
their children very early in life.  Training 
does not necessarily require that the one 
trained be capable of reason.  Almost any 
animal can be trained.  A lion can be 
trained to sit and respond or even to jump 
through a hoop of fire.  Dogs can be 
trained to sit and stay.  In our own state 
of Alaska, people train rats to race with 
one another. 
 
    Cannot a child be trained not to touch?  
A dog can be trained to come—to stay—to 
sit and be quiet—or to fetch.  While at Sea 
World near San Diego last year, I watched 
Orcas jump out of the water and splash 
water on the spectators.  Young men and 
women rode on some of them while they 
raced around the pool.  Amazing!  What is 
the secret?  Training.  Show them and run 
them through the rigors—again and again 
and again—consistently showing and rein-
forcing. 
 
    Parents who do not train their children 
can never rebuke and whip them into ac-
ceptable behavior.  No amount of chastise-
ment can make up for a lack of training.  
The right kind of training always works 
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Training Children — continued 

with every child.  Want miserable and em-
barrassing circumstances?  Don’t train 
your children and you will have it.  Some 
think they can skip the training and just 
use the switch or some other means of 
corporal correction.  That alone will not 
work.  Most times, it ends in what is usu-
ally called “child abuse.”  The liberals in 
the land call any kind of correction “child 
abuse,” so don’t let that intimidate you.  
  
    A child needs more than “obedience 
training,” but unless you train him first, 
discipline alone is not enough.  How do 
you do it?  No matter how you were 
brought up yourself, make yourself do it 
God’s way.  Your parents, perhaps, did the 
very best they knew to do, but it may 
have been far away from God’s method.  
Training - 
 
• If you yell at your child—you are train-

ing him to respond to yelling. 
  
• If you have a fit of anger—you are 

training him to respond to your anger. 
 
• If you tell him three or four times be-

fore you take action—you are training 
him to respond at the point when he 
knows you will take action. 

 
    The first thing to do is get his attention.  
Make him stand still and be quiet so you 
can tell him what to do.  Get a switch.  
That is a rod from a tree.  If he moves af-
ter you tell him to stand still, switch him.  
If he moves again—switch him again.  If 
he turns his head and won’t look at you, 
switch him.  Correct him—and train him to 
be still.  Tell him what is to be done. 
 
    If he doesn’t do what you tell him—
switch him.  Tell him again. 
    If he doesn’t do it again—switch him 
again. 
    Continue until he is trained to obey you.   
 
    Why must a child obey you? If you al-
low him to disobey, you are aiding and 
abetting his disobedience to God who 

commanded children to obey their parents 
in the Lord.  Obedience to parents is the 
first commandment with promise: 
 

Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
Honour thy father and mother; (which is 
the first commandment with promise;) 
That it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. 

 
• Children ought to be taught and 

trained not to steal—not even a paper 
clip.  If it is not theirs—anything-no 
matter how small, it is stealing if they 
take it. 

 
• Children need to learn not to kill—don’t 

hurt others. 
 
• Do not commit adultery—keep them 

pure. 
 
• Do not covet—things that belong to 

others are not theirs. 
 
• Do not bear false witness—lying. 
 
    “We are not under the law,” someone 
objects.  The perfect law of liberty, the 
gospel, has reiterated every single one of 
the ten commandments with the single ex-
ception of the Sabbath.  Surely His com-
mandments are not grievous to us as his 
dear children. 
 
    “When he is old,” God tells us by the 
pen of the writer of Proverbs, “he will not 
depart from it.”   This scripture is not a 
promise that the child will become a child 
of God, but it promises that, if he is 
trained up in the way he should go, then 
when he is old, he will be as he was 
trained.  In other words, 
 
• If he is trained to be obedient—he will 

be obedient. 
 
• If he is trained to respect other peo-

ple’s property—he will respect other 
people’s property. 
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Sunday Worship...................12:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer................  7:00 PM 
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of the intersection of Bendapole Road 

and Passthebait Avenue 
Don’t build your house on the sand! 

Training Children — Concluded 

• If he is trained to be honest and courteous—he will be honest and courteous. 
 
• If he is trained not to lie—he will be a truthful person. 
 
• If he is trained not to covet other people’s property—he will work for what he gets.  He 

will not be of the modern mindset that the “world owes him a living.” 
 
    Parents who make a few good rules and enforce them consistently do their children a 
great service..  Number one on the list—the greatest rule, is to obey you—Train them to 
obey the first time, every time. 
 
Listen to the wisdom of God about rearing children: 
 

Proverbs 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth 
him betimes. 
 
Proverbs 19:18  Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his 
crying. 
 
Proverbs 20:30  The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil: so do stripes the inward 
parts of the belly. 

 
Proverbs 23:13-14  Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with 
the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell. 
 
Proverbs 29:15  The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame. 

 
— F. Leon King 
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