Little children, keep yourselves from

idols
(1Jo. 5:21)

For anyone who is in the habit of celebrating Christmas. They ought to
search this verse from God's Word which will prove intensely startling to
search out the very depths of the conscience and bring a conviction and
condemnation to every Christian who has been active in any way, in the
festivals of Yuletide.

From these words of the Spirit, we should have no trouble
understanding that whatever is very popular in the world is not of God. They
place the unerring finality of Omnipotence on the decree, "That which is
highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God." They also
present to our innermost being the chilling fact that people are not always at
heart what they appear to be. And again, here we find a lesson as positive
as it is appalling, that the saints of Christ are often, even if unwittingly, led
through man's traditions into idolatry, which thing God hates.

We all know holiday seasons are very popular. Any time of festival
seems to have great sentimental appeal to the hearts of most people. Add to
this emotional expectation, the complex of a conscience which compels a
vague respect of the day when Christ supposedly was born and we have-the
Christmas spirit. No date on the calendar is welcomed more. Old and young-
-rich and poor--pious and vulgar, saint and sinner, with boundless frenzy,
race with the coming of Christmas day like the waters of a flooded river,
submerging everything before it. Christmas is the day when the driving
power of this festival love reaches its zenith. No other day can equal it for
fleshly revelry, and debauchery combined with a heathen misrepresentation



of Christ which, as a fanatical religious orgy from every quarter swirls to a
literal vortex of confusion and jamboree on December 25th.

No--Christmas is NOT of God. It is abomination to Him. It is NOT
honoring to Jesus Christ. It only calls forth from multitudes of unthinking
people a natural sentimentality and a false worship of Him. The observances
of Christmas are in no way inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Christmas spirit
is only terrible mockery to Him.

Christmas time is not a season of revival and upbuilding in the Church
of God. Instead it is a pagan spell of evil, which spreads spiritual pollution as
it rages among churches and believers for the time appointed. Thousands of
evangelical believers who would be horrified and deeply depressed to find a
professor smoking or drinking or dancing, calmly and deliberately indulge in
the idolatries of the heathen at Christmas time.

And those who know and love the Truth are counted to be narrow
minded and sacrilegious if a protest is raised. So, such honest souls are
forced to stand aside and witness annually this glittering cloud of pagan
observances descend with a smothering and paralyzing pall on all people.
And as we watch parents, who loudly proclaim the necessity of truthfulness
in children, who advocate the need of so many social reformations and who
bemoan the juvenile delinquency which prevails, deliberately teach their
unsuspecting little ones the monstrous Santa Claus lie, we can only cry with
the Apostle John "I wondered with great wonder" (Rev. 17:6 R.V.).

A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land. The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my
people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? (Jer.
5:30, 31).
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