More Bothersome Questions and
Answers

Q. Does the natural man have any ability to come to the Lord
Jesus Christ for salvation without God the Father graciously
granting him that ability and effectually drawing him to Christ?

Answer. "No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent
Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day" (Joh 6:44).

"And He said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto
Me, except it were given unto him of My Father" (Joh 6:65).

Q. Were certain members of Adam's fallen race unconditionally
elected to salvation by God the Father in eternity past?

Answer. "According as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will" . . . "In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will" (Eph 1:4-5,11).

"But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you
to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth"
(2Th 2:13).



"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2Ti 1:9).

Q. Were certain members of Adam's fallen race given to the
Lord Jesus Christ by God the Father in eternity past and
designated as His sheep? Do all of Christ's sheep come to Him
for salvation and follow Him as Lord? Were they His sheep
before they repented and believed on Him?

A. "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (Joh 6:37).

"As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as Thou hast given" . . . "I have manifested Thy
name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of the world: Thine they
were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they have kept Thy word" . . . "I
pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou hast
given Me; for they are Thine" . . . "Father, I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where T am; that they may behold My
glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world" (Joh 17:2,6,9,24).

"And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold, and
one Shepherd" . . . "But ye believe not, because ye are not of My
sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,



and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My
Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father's hand" (Joh 10:16,26-29).

Q. Were certain members of Adam's fallen race ordained to
eternal life by God the Father in eternity past? Did their
ordination to eternal life precede or follow their belief or faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ? When were their names written in the
Lamb's Book of Life?

A. "Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved" (Ac 2:47).

"And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the
word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed." (Ac 13:48).

"And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are
not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world" (Re 13:8).

"The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the
earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life
from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that
was, and is not, and yet is" (Re 17:8).



Q. Were certain members of Adam's fallen race redeemed by
the Lord Jesus Christ when He shed His blood and died on the
cross in their place for their sins?

A. "I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the
sheep" . . . "I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am
known of Mine. As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father:
and I lay down My life for the sheep" (Joh 10:11,14-15).

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1Pe 1:18-19).

"He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare
His generation? for He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the
transgression of My people was He stricken" (Isa 53:8).

"And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS:
for He shall save His people from their sins" (Mt 1:21).

Q. Is regeneration or the new birth produced by the will of God,
the will of man, or by both the will of God and the will of man?
Does repenting and believing (i.e., conversion) precede or
follow regeneration? Can man be taught how to be born again?



A. "But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God" (Joh 1:12-13).

"So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy" (R0 9:16).

"Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be
a kind of firstfruits of His creatures" (Jas 1:18).

"Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit" (Joh 3:7-8).

"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1Pe 1:23).

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and
every one that loveth Him that begat loveth him also that is begotten
of Him" (1Jo 5:1).

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (Joh 5:24).



Q. Are repentance and faith exercises of the natural man's will
or gifts given by God to those whom He has regenerated or
quickened?

A. "Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Ac
5:31).

"When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified
God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life" (Ac 11:18).

"And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all
men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth" (2Ti 2:24-25).

"Then said they unto Him, What shall we do, that we might work the
works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of
God, that ye believe on Him Whom He hath sent" (Joh 6:28-29).

"And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote,
exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come,
helped them much which had believed through grace" (Ac 18:27).



"Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference" (Ro
3:22).

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God"
(Ro 10:17).

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think;
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith" (Ro 12:3).

"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" . . . "I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Ga
2:16,20).

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith" (Ga 5:22).

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God" (Eph 2:8).



"For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
Him, but also to suffer for His sake" (Php 1:29).

"Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; Who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb 12:2).

Q. Does God love all men? Is He trying to save all men?

A. "The foolish shall not stand in Thy sight: Thou hatest all workers of
iniquity" (Ps 5:5).

"As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated" (Ro 9:13).

"For He saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion” . . . "For
the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I
raised thee up, that I might shew My power in thee, and that My name
might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath He mercy
on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth" . . .
"Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make
one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What if God,
willing to shew His wrath, and to make His power known, endured with
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that
He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy,
which He had afore prepared unto glory, Even us, whom He hath
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?" (Ro 9:15,17-
18,21-24).







