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THE WESTERN LETTER. 

ON EVANGELIC.AL OBEDIENCE. 

The Elders, Minifters and Meffengers of the feveral Bapti~ 
Churches meeting at Chacewater, Plymouth-Dock, Kingf· 
bridge, Bovey-Tracey, Exeter, 'Tiverton, Bampton, Wel­
lington, Upottery, Hatch, Lougbwood, Chard, Horfington.; 
reO'llil, Bridgewater, Frome, Sorum, Portfrnouth, Broad~ 
mead and Pithay Briftol, and Lyme. 

Having received Letters alfo from Falmouth, Plymouth. 
Cullumpton, Prefcott, Stokegome.r, Paulton, Beckington, 
Crockerton, Bratton, Bradford, Caine, Melkfham, Grittle­
ton, Thornbury, Wutto7J-undlr::.edgt, Horfeley, Cheltenham, 
and KinQlanley. 

Being met in Afl"ociation at LYME, Dorfet, 
Ma130 and 31, 1792. 

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, fend ChrHl:ian 
falutation. 

Dear BYethrelli 

BEING, through the good hand of our God upon us, 
once more permitted to meet together, and having con­

fidered the accounts from the fe\'eral churches; while we 
cannot but lament the occallon of the complaints of luke­
warmnefs in the things of God, we have the pleafure to 
inform you, that the churches, for the moft patt, have had 
j.dditions ~nd are in pe.ac~. . . 

You will now permIt us to addrefs you lIt the moft fen­
tlUS and affetl:ionate manRet; arid though we have no new 
<lochine to exhibit, no new duties to inforce upon you, yet 
we are perfuaded you will fuffer us to jlir up you,: pure mindr II, way of remembrance, that ye may be CiJ'!fiantly mmdful of the 
tuords of the holy prephets, aNd of the command1illnts 'U!hic? hQ'lJI 
;em gzven us by the apojiles oj our bleffid Lord and SavIour. 

As it is, we truft, our earneft defire, that ye may be n~t 
the mere profe{fors of chriftianity, but fHCh as have received 
the grace of God in truth; you will not judge it to pro­
ceed from an over officioufuefs, if we endeavour to animat~ 
YOM, not only moft earneftIy to mamtain all that which YOll 
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fincerely believe to be divine truth, but to illufttate the 
truths of the Gofpel, which you have embraced, by themoft 
(:onliftent and orderly conduCl:: ever recolleCl: that the gracl 
Dj God which bringeth {alvation ttacheth us, that denying 
ungodlinefs and worldy {ufls, we jhould live foberlyl righteolljly, 
and godly, in this prefent world. The gofpel of Chrift not only 
teaches us to abflain from all fuch enormities as are incon­
fiftent with our Chriftian profeffion, but alfo to be aCl:i ve 
and zealous in the caufe of pure and undefiled religion. We 
are exhorted to work out our falvation with fi(1r and trem­
bling; animated with this confideration, that it is God who 
worktth in us both to will and to do of his glad pleaJure. Men 
may abftain from all grofs fins, and yet have no true love to 
God, and confequently no real love to his c<'\ufe; may be 
baptized, and make the moft folemn profeffions of Chrif­
tianity, and yet not have their hearts right in the fight if 
God, but be in the goll of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 
In fome of our later Letters you have been admonifuecl to 
keep a middle way between Antinomianifm and Arminian­
ifm; nor can you, we think, be too frequently reminded 
how indifpenlibly you are obliged to take heed, on the one 
hand, that you turn not the grace of Gad into lafcivioufnefs, 
making it a cloak for your un; nor" on the other, derogate 
from the glories of Chrift, by dividing betw'een him and 
yourfelves the honors of your falvation. By grace ye are 
j{J'1Jed, through faith, and that not of yourje/ves, it is the gift 
of God. 

We pretend not now to define thofe doarines which we 
conceive are contained in the word of God. Every doCl:rine 
which is· calculated to glorify him, and to advance the 
dignity of the Redeemer, is furely of God; and fuch we 
willi you carefully to maintain, Be ~ealous for that hi th 
which· was once delivered to the {aints. While therefore 
we would carefully recommend it to you to prize the impor­
tant doCl:rines of divine grace, we intreat you to make it 
your moft ferious concern ever to live under their influence, 
that you may not hold the truth of God in unrighteou[nifs. 
Let the word oj Chrfft dwell in you richly in all wiJtbm, 
that you may bring forth fruit to the glory of God. To 
promote as far as in us lies, fo valuable an end, we lliall 
proceed to lay before you, A GENERAL VIEW OF SUCH 

DUTIES AS, in our opinion, ARE R~COMlI4ENDED AND 

ENFORCED BY THE GOSPEL OF GRACE, and in the prac­
tice of which you are to give evidence that Chrift dwells in 
your hearts by faith. Let us take he:ed, left we call Chri/l 
Lord, and at the lame time do not the things which he COmmllnds ; 
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for t.1].e lip of eternal truth has folemnly deca-ed, that hy 4UP' 

fruits we are to be known. 
Maintain an intercourfe with Heaven, in the pleafant and 

profitable exercife of PRAYER. Be /:requent in yeur do­
Jets. Keep up your correfpondence wi your God there. It 
has been faid, -that apoftacy from God hegins at the clofet 
door. We believe that it will be univerfally admitted, by 
fuch as know the peculiar advantages to be derived from 
clofet prayer, that in proportion, as the fi-equency and fer­
vency of thefe exercifes decreafe, fo zeal for God, and re­
ligion will decreafe alfo. Take the animating promite of your 
compa.'Iionate Saviour with you, when you feclude yourfdves 
from a bufHing world, to hold communion with your God j 
Cf'hou when thou praytji enter into thy dofet, and wben thou 
bqft fout thy door, pr6Y to thy father who Jeeth in Jecret, 
and thy father who feeth in fieret foall reward thee operzly. 
The apoftle James tells us, that the effellual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man a-vaileth much. Be not lefs 
attentive to the exercifes of public prayer. It is much 
to be lamented that the more fpiritual the exercife, the 
lefs it is regarded, e'Ven by thofe who profef;; to know fome­
what of the pleafure which is to be experienced in the ways 
of God. Hence it is frequently to be obferved, that meet­
ings for prayer only are little frequented. If a fermon is to 
be preached it Ihall claim much more attention, at leaft, with 
refpett to the number of auditors; and many perfolls contrive 
to enter the houfe of God when the prayer is nearly, or quite 
ended, that they may be troubled with nothing but the fer­
man. But we think that when all the love feems to be 
fixed on hearing the word, and none on prayer, there can be 
but little, or rather no fpiritual experience. Set before your 
eyes the privilege of the people of God: 'Tis their hap­
pinefs to have fellowfoip with the Father, and with his Son 
J1us Cbrijl. Earnefrly defire this, and we will venture to 
fay, that no duty of religion will afford you more real plea­
fure than private and public prayer. 

Let your attendance on all the ordinances of RELIGIOUS 
woRSHIP be fteady and uniform. Be found early in the houfe of 
God, when opportunities prefent themfelves. Reverence his fab­
baths. Hear the word of God as that with which your everlaftilig 
all is concerned. When attendino- on divine ordinances, avoid 
levity on the one hand, and dro;tnefs on the other. Fre­
quent the table of Jefus. You will furely find it good to fit 
with your Redeemer, for he will make his fruit fweet to Jour 
tajle. 

:Be 
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:8e not averfe to CHRISTIAN CONVERSE. Take delight 
in telling each other, to the honour of divine grace, what you 
hope the Lord has done for your fouls. As you woul!! avoid 
all affetl:ation in religion, fo beware of too great bafuful­
nefs. It may not, perhaps, be poffible to fay, how gre..'\t that 
good is which milY be derived from friendly, focial, relio-ious 
intercourfe. Of this you may be affured, that your pious 
communications are acceptable to God. Of old they UJat 
feared the Lord /pake often one to another, and the Lord heark­
ened and heard it, and a hook of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name. 

You will fr_equently find it, under f4.l}e bleffing of God, of 
high advantage, to retire within yourfelves, and recur to the 
exercifeof SPIRITUAL MEDITATION. God's people in all 
ages have found it to be delightful and profitable. When the 
pi.ous Pfalmift is fpeaking of God he fays, my 1'I14dijation of him 
jhall be fwm. To meditate qn the nature, perfecti0Jls and 
love of God-the perfon and mediation of the ado:-~l.le Re­
deemer-the operations of the Spirit of grace-the blcfiings 
of divine love with which the Lord enriches the fouls of his 
people-and on the inheritance incorruptibl8, undefiled and that 
fadeth not away, re(erved in lleavtn for them; will Curely 
afford unutterable (atisfaCl:io n to tlle ferious contemplative 
mind. 

Thofe of you who are parents, be careful to TRAIN U!' 
YOUR CHILDREN IN THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION 
OF THE LORD. Lead them to underftand what you con­
ceive to be truth. N or do we deem it to be of finall I1}0-

ment, that you lnjlruEf them well in your principles as DiJfln­
ters. Let them know that it is their auty to call no man 
mafter upon earth, in religious concerns; but that ane is our 
maJler eve'ri Cbrijl. We furely do not wim to keep up any 
diftinctions, merely for the fake of being fingular, or of op· 
poling ou!-felves to the feritiments of others; but we are 
am~ious that when men profe[s to be religious, they mould 
know why; and not t:1.ke up with any falhionable or prevail­
ing mode) without examining int:> the principles by which 
they areatl:uated; and above all, it is our lincere de fire t:lat 
the dignity of Chrift may be main~ine~, who is the gr~t 
Head of the Church, to whom alone, m the bufinefs of rch­
gion, we owe fupreme obedience. 

LET YOUR SERVANTS ALSO, if you have any, Be YOUR 
CARE: let them fee how the religion of Jefus aCtuates you. 
Give them no reafon to fay of you, as it has been faid of fome, 
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" They ar~ faints abroad but devils at home." Some ~er. 
{eem to pay no more regard to the fuuls of their fervants, than 
though they Iud none,and perhaps treat their brutes with greater 
tendernefs and lenity. But whatever others do, be ye not like 
them-but be ye like good Abraham, who cqmmanded, not 0"1] 
his children, hut all his houfohold to lup the way of the Lord. 
Whether therefore you are huibands or wives,parents o~ chil­
dr~ mafters or fervants, let it be your great care in every 
rdation, to do credit to your profeffion of chrilliz.nity, and 
prove to all around you. that you are in reality what you are 
in profeffion~ /(raelitcs indeed in whom there is no prevailing 
or allowed guile. 

As MEMBERS OF CHURCHES B~ CAREFUL TO FILL 
UP YOUR PLACES in a regular and honourable manner. 
Do not fuffer every light a:ld trivial circumfiance to prevent 
your being found in the houfe of God, when his fervice 
calls you there. Perhaps fome of you who were conftant 
and zealous in your attendance on the public duties of reli­
gion, under yow- firft awakenings, and when ye 11rft made 
a profeffion of Chriftianity, are now become in a meafure 
cardefs and indifferent to what ye once appeared fo much t(!) 
value. Ifit be thus with any of you, rememher from whmce 
ye are fallen, and repent and dolhe fttji works. 

Though you wiih well to be intereft of Chrift at large, 
and fay, Gra.Le he with all them that love our Lard Jifus 
Chr!ft in jincerity; yet Ietthat part of Zion with which you 
fland conneCted be very near your heart. If members of 
churches were to reReCt that in building up, as far as they 
can, the re~ryea:ive focieties to which they belong, tl:.ey are 
building up the whole of Chrift's church, their own places 
in the focieties to which they arc related, Vlould be filled u~ 
with more regularity than they fometimes are. Held fafi 
then, firs, the proftjJioll if your faith without wavermg; 
nat flrJaking the -'1ifomhiing of yourJelves together as the manlier 
of Jame is. In your church connec1ion, avoid whatever has 
the leaft tendency to gender ftrifc and contention. Blar one 
IInother! /;urdms, and fo fu!fii the law of ChrjJl. Look not 
roery man on his own (hings, but every man alfo In tIe things 
of othe.rs. Lei the fame mir'" be in you as was alfo in Chrijl, 
7~rus. Be ye everyone of JOU clothed with hum;;'ity, and then 
all bitternejs, alId wrath, ami angt!'r, and clamor, and roil­
]peaking will he put away from you, with all malice-yes\ 
then will ye be kiNi one to another, tmdc:r-hearted, flr­
g~'lJing one another, evm 4S God for ChriJi's fake has flr­
gt'lJtn you. 

LET 
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LET YOUR BEHAVIOUR IN THE FAMILY, CHURCH AND 
WORLD, be fuch as is ftrongly enforcec\ by the gofpel of 
Chrifr. AbJiain from allappearanu if roil. We bifeech lDU, 
IJrethren, by the mlrcies of God, that ye prtfont yourbtJditS • 
ii'lling facrifiu, holy, acceptable to God, whuh is. YOUT reafo,,­
able- {ervice. In a word, let the temper and cond ... a Q( the 
amiable J efus be exemplifi::d in your aaiolls. Be ,e flllowerl 
!Jf him as dear children, who has left you an example, not only 
in patiJmt fl.lffering, but alfc ill cheerful doing, that ,e Jhould 
follow his jleps. 

To animate you in a cheerful and aaive obedience, we: 
might ufe a varjety of arguments. Permit us then to re­
mind you of the folemn profefiion ye have made of the name 
of Jefus Chri£l:. Recollea the folemn manner by which ye 
entered into his fervice-how many were witneffes of your 
dedication of yourfeIves to God-what an high and honour­
able fervice ye engaged in. Remember your £rft love. Call 
to mind the day of your efpoufals. Was the religion of Jefui 
your folemn and deliberate choice? Confider then whofe fervants 
ye are, and be it ever your concern M grQW in grace and in the 
f:wing and praCl:ical knowledge of our Lord and Savwur 
Jefos Chrfll· 

Recollea the abundant confolation, and many fuppoxu 
which true religion is adapted to adminifter. re have nor 
hem called to ref!fl unto blood jlriving againjl fin, in the op­
pofition ye have made to fin, fatan and the world. You fit 
under your own vine and fig-tree; neverthdefscdifficulties you 
have met with, and must expeCl: to meet with In your 
chriftian profefiion. Many are the affiiaions of the righte­
ous. But the grace of arfll is Jujjicient for you. As your 
doys are, fo jhpll your jlrength be. To have the prefence of 
God with you in all your troubles-to have that confolation 
with which he blefI'eth and di£l:i\1guiilieth his fervants-tG 
have that peace which the world cannot give, nor take away 
-is furely far prefer~ble to what ye ever met with when yc 
were the fervants, the naves of fin and fatan. Whatever 
therefore befalls you, be looking to 71us, who endured the co,,­
traditlion of finnm againjt himfllf. Many of you in yoUt' 
congregational capacities have experienced the day of God's 
vifitation. Your Paltors have been removed, who fed you 
with knowledg, and under/landing; and watched for your fouls 
11$ thoft that mzifJ give an account. Follow their faith CIln­

foring the end of their converfation. We fympathize with 
you. We feel concern for the church at large, when we re­
colleCt: fo many of our honoured brethren who have been re­
moved by death; and we fincerely condole with the aIfociated 
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churches in this connection, in our lofs of that amiable 
Chrillian-that able, diligent, and careful inihuctor of can­
didates for the Chrifiian minifiry-that fiedfaft friend to 
civil and religious liberty-that warm and zealous minifter 
of the gofpel of Chrifi-, who fo ably maintained and fuccefs­
fidly defended the dignities and glories of his Sav;our,-that 
friend of God, and of all good men-the dear departed Dr. 
E v AN s-But our lOIS is furely his eternal gain. N or would 
we give ourfelves up to de[pair. Our God has thi! reftdue 
if the JPirit with him, and can pour it on whomlOever he 
pleafeth. Let churches deprived of their minifi-ers have 
their eye confiantly to him who hal> all their concerns in his 
hands: perhaps you have provoked God thus t,) deal with 
you; if fo, R~pent and do your firji workr, lefi he ihould 
totally remlT.Je the candlellick out of its place. Hear the rod 
find him who has appointed it. Let fuch churches as have 
minifi-ers prize them. T~ke heed of weakening their hands 
and tiif£ouraging their hearts, in the work of the Lord. They 
are men of like paffions with th~ir hearers, and have milch 
need of their prayers. If an apoi1le e:ir:l<:1th' r.:que'Jed the 
brethren to pray for him and his felI()'",-labou;-c:rs, rhereby In­
dicating t,1at they needed their prayers, how ",lien 1110re need 
have the minifters of the gofpel now of the pr~T,r:, of their 
hearers, fince all extraordi:l?ry gifLs are ceafed! \Ve are 
forry to obfetve, t.1at the conduct of fome profeffors f~e:ns to 
fuggefi this reflection, that they en~;::r t1,e church of ChriH: 
only to have a fairer oppcrtu!1ity of creating diihefs and anx­
iety to the mirdter. If t;:ercfCJrewe would act a fuitable part) 
and adorn the profeiiion you make of the m'ue of t;le holy J e­
[us, confider the many obligations you are hid 'Jnder to honor 
him, and be, amidfi: all the chant;es of this changing world, 
Jh-ong ill the grace which ir in Chrift J1us. 

To excite you :uf0 to rul~ the Chnthan race with an holy 
a::rivity, recollect what an awful thing it is to apofi-atize from 
God, and from the faith as it is in Jefus. If we fin wilfully 
after that we have r:ceiwd the knowldge of the- tru th, there 
remaineth no more facrifice for fin, but that which doth remain, 
is a certain fearful looking for of judgment and ftc~y indigna­
tion. If any of you fh'Juld fall away, God h?s declared that 
his foul [hall have no ple2.lure in you. \Ve aft: jealous eVer 
you, brethren, with a godly jea!oufy, left as the flrpent beguiled 
Eve, by his fubtiity, fa your minds Jhould be corrupted from 
~he fimplicity that is in Chrift. Let him therefore that tbiilketh 
he ftanddh take heed left be fall. JFaith and pray that ye 
mttr nat into temptation. Be looking diligently l¢ ally man 

fail 
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fail of the grace of God, lell any root of bitternefs Jpringing up 
trouble you, and tbereby many be defiled. No man that putteib 
his hand to the plough and looketh bacK is fit fir the kingdom 
c/ God. The eyes of many are upon you. Many are wait­
ing fx your halting. 0 then be ye circumfpeCl: in the whole 
of your deportment. re have profeff'ealy put off the works of 
darillzifs, a.'ld have put on the armour of light; walk as chil­
d:en oj the light. Let your light fa Jhine before men, that 
thEy may fee your good works, and glorify your father who ii 
• 1 
Z n f):?o'()en. 

To .. mimate you furtner in your Chrifiian cour[e, we lhall 
o:11y remind you of that folemn period, when ye !hall appear 
before God. Death is approaching with hafiy firides to­
wz.rds you, and towards us. In that eventful moment, whell 
we quit this mortal fiate to {land at the bar of a righteous. 
God, it will be of the utmoft importance that we all he 
what we profefs to be. To have had a name to live while 
we are dead in fins, will be of no avail to us, though it 
may [ometimes anfwer finifter and mean purpofes noW. What­
ever profeffion we may make, every lamp that is not fupplied 
with the oil of grace, kindled and kept burning with fire from 
above, will be extinguifhed by the cold damps of death's 
gloomy vale. Keep therefore this important period always 
in your view. Let it be your great concern fo to live, as ye 
would willi to be found when ye come to die, that.re may 
be able to fay in the views of the grave and eternity, We 
have fought a good fight, we have finiJhed our courfe, we have 
kept the faith-henceforth there is laid up for us a crown of 
rtghteouJneJs, which the Lord the righteous judge Jhall give 
unto us, and not unto us only, but to all thim that love his 
appearing. 

And now, dear brethren, that ye may be able to honour 
God in your lives, triumph in him at death, and b,e for ever 
happy with him, we commend you to God, and to the word 
of his. grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
the moft abundant and pleafing entrance into the kingdom 
and joy of our Lord. 

vVILLIAM CLARKE, 

Moderator. 
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B REV I ATE S. 

LYME. May lo, 31• 1792. 
Wednefday met at three; Brother Penn prayed; Brothel' 

Clarke of Exeter, was chofen Moderator; the preliminaries of 
the Alfociation, and the letters from the Churches were read, 
and the fervice concluded in prayer by brother Saffery. The 
Baptill: Meeting-houfes being too fmall for the congregation that 
attended, the Rev. Mr. Harris granted the ufe of his Meeting­
houfe, where we met again at feven; Brother Redding prayed. 
And Brother Birt preached from Luke x. 2. "The harveft 
•• truly is great, &c." 

Thurjday morning met at fix o'clock for prayer. Our bre­
thren Giles, Cox, Morgan, Rippon, fen. Hatch and Norman 
prayed. Public meeting, at half after ten; Brethren Birt and 
Spr~gue prayed; brother Rorfey preached from Eph. i. 20.-. 

Brother Tommas concluded Met again at three, brother. 
Cherry prayed; Brother Clarke, of Exeter, preached from 
If.ii.ah viii. 13. t< Sanaify the Lord of Hc)/l:s himf<;lf;" after 
which the general letter was read, and figned by the Moderator; 
and the fervice concluded in prayer by brother Rowles. The 
Minifters and Mefiengers then proceeded to fettle the temporal 
affairs of the Aifociation. The colleCtions for the Alfociation 
Fand this year amounted to forty-one pounds three iliillings and 
cwo-pence; thirty-nine pounds eighteen lhillings of which was. 
cllihibuted·for various u[eful purpofes, the remaimler to pafs to 
the next year's account. 

Agreed, to recommend the cafe of the Church at Bridge­
Water. 
. Met again for public fervice at feven in the evening; Bro. 
ther Birt pr;;.yed, Brother Tammas preached from Col. iv. IS. 
ir.. Grace be unto yo II. Amen.'" 

Ageed to hold the next Alfociation at Bradford, Wilts, Oil 

Tue.day and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week, to begin on 
Tuc.fnay at three in the afternoon precifely. Our brethren Tom­
mas (',[Erifrol, and Francis ofHorlley, to preach; or, in cafe of 
failare, brother Kingdon of Frome.-Brother Redding to pre­
\"lle the general letter. 

In the Mociated Churches, the la1iyear, there were 
Baptized . . . - . • I J 1 
Received by letter 10 

Reftored 2 If3 
Dead SS 
Excluded 9 
Diflilified to other churches 15 79 

Increafe 64 



THE 

UNT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION 

OF BAPTIST CHURCHES· 

Alfembled at Rye. the 1 Sth and 16th Days or JU1It, 179t. 

B REV I ATE S.t 
THE Melfengers of the Churches met on Wet/ne/day, at duee 

o'clock. Brother Vine prayed; and after nnging Pfalm .33" 
C. M. Brother Vidler preached frOm Rom. iii. z I. Then tile 
94th Hymn of Watu's Book L Wa'S fung, and Brother Middle­
ton concluded this ferviee in prayer. The names of the Mer.. 
{engers were then called over: Brother Vidler was chofen tlu~ 
Moderator, and Brother Scott the Scribe. The Preliminariea 
of the AIToeiation were read, and alfo the Letters of the Tefpee­
tive Chutches in this connection; after which, Brother Vidlet 
prayed, and then adjourned the Affembly at half pait five 
o'clock. 

The Melfengersmet, purfuant to adjournmefit, atfeven o'clock. 
and Brother Efpenett began in prayer. The Church at Rr;tbtr .. 
}e/ri, by Letter, denred to be reftored as a branch of the AfiO­
dation, and was reftored accordingly. The Rotherjield begging 
cafe was thought worthy of recommendation to thofe churches 
which have not yet contributed to it. The Church at lJeffelf, 
Grem prefented a letter agreeable to the reqaeft of the Iaft year. 
de firing to ~ome a branch of the Alfociation, and was accord .. 
ingly received. The Brethnm Purdy, Copping, and Middle. 
ton, were appointed a Committee ofCorrefpondence. Brother 
Stanger prayed, and the Moderator adjourned the Alfembly at 
nine o'clock. 

The MeffengeTs met at fix o'clock on Thurfday morning. 
The Brethren Coe, Kennett, and Burt prayed. The Circular 
Letter drawn up by Brother Lloyd, on The diffirenc. h,/wet. 
the Spirit if Adoption, and the Spirit of Bondagt, was read. 
approved, and ordered to be printed. Brother Purdy read a 
plan f()r an Alfociation-fund, which was referred to the Com­
mittee of Correfpondence, to be communicated to the Churches. 
Brother Vidler prayed, and adjourned the Affembly at half pail 
eight o'clock. 

'" Their number a.nd doctrina.l articles as in the Year 1790, fee p. ~a. 
of the Re~i1tel' 

t Tlli, Letter and the BreTiate,'werc lUlintentionally omitted in their 
proper pla~.-EDll 011.. 
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Public worlhip began at ten o'clock, and was conduCted ift 
the following order: Sung Watts's Book ii. Hymn 69. Brother 
Atwood prayed: Sung Rippon's SeleCtion, Hymn 366. Brother 
Wake preached from Amos iii. 6. Sung Rippon 9. Brother 
John Davis, of Waltham Abbey, prayed: Sung Watts's i. 138~ 
Brother Copping preached from Ifaiah, liv. 2.-Sung Rippon, 
4;6. Brother Middleton concluded in prayer. Adjourned at 
half pail one o'clock. Meffengers met again at fonr ,_'clock. 
All tire Churches in this conneCtion were defired to communi­
cate their fentimentson the fubjeCl: of the Affociation Fund, 
by their Melfengers, at the next Meeting. 

It was agreed, to recommend the firft Wednefday in Novem. 
Ler next, as a day of Failing and Prayer, to all the Churches; 
to print the ftate of the Churches diftinCl:ly, and particularly as 
the American Brethren do; that in future, the Meffengers of 
tIle Churches do meet by themfelves at the Inn; that the nrxt 
Airociation be hdd at Brighthelmjlon, in Su.ffex, the fir!1: Tuef. 
dav and Wednefday in June, J79Z. 

Brother Lloyd was appointed to preach on the Tuefday even­
ing; and Brother Stanger on Wednefday; and. in cafe of fai. 
lure, Brother Atwood and Brother Wake: Brother Purdy to 
draw up the next Circular Letter, on one of the following 
queftions; viz. I. What are t.;e beft evi4enceJ of the grace of God 
in a belie<uer' $ heart? z. What is the ftriptural '1Jicw of the co'Ve~ 
IZant of WOI·ks and Grace. The Moderator concluded in prayer, 
Brother Thomas Davis of Reading, on a vifit to this Afiociation} 
preached.a fermon in the evening, from Pfalm Ii. 2, 

Increa[e of Members. this Year, 25 

THE 

KENT AND SUSSEX ASSOCIATION 

OF BAPTIST CHURCHES '" 

ConfifHng of thofe which meet at AJhford, Sandhu1jl, Sma,.­
tim, 'Ienterden, Folkflone and Chatham, in KENT i and at 
Battle, Rye, Wiwlsjieid, Lewes, Brighthelmfton, and 
HandcroJs, in SUSSEX. 

AiI'embled at Brightbell1!J'loI1, the 5th and 6th days of June, 179z• 

BREVIATES. 
Tuefday, the meffengers of the churches met at three o'clock 

and after tinging, Brother Middleton prayed. The names of 

'" The doarinal A,rticles the {arne as mentioned in the Re&,ifier, 
p. ,po The Breviates and Letter are abridged. ElllIOil, 
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the meffengers were then called over: Brother Atwood wall 
chofen Moderator, and Brother Middleton fcribe. The Modera­
tor read the preliminaries of the Affociation. Brother Vidler 
prayed. The letters from the refpellive churches were then 
read, in which we were happy to find unity, peace, and prQfpe­
rity: The church at Chatham, in Kent, confUting of 60 mem­
bers, and the church at Handcrofs, in Suffex, confifting of 27. 
defrred to join this Affociation, wlUch was agreed to, and they 
were unanimoufly received. 

The following queftion, from the church at Lewes, was de­
-bated: What if that faith 'Which the Scriptures make ncce.§ary t. 
Baptifo? and it was determined, That the Scriptures make [a 
prDftiJiOIl of} faving faith neceffary to the~ordinance ofbaptifin. 
The Moderator con~luded this fervice in prayer, at half pall: 
five o'clock, 

Public worlhi p began at feven o'clock; fung, Brother Cop­
ping prayed. Sung, Brother Atwood, in the place of Brother 
Lloyd, who did not attend, preached from 2 Cor. viii. 23' 
~ung, Brother Knott concluded in prayer. 

W ednefday, the Minifrers and Meffengers met at fix o'clock. 
and the Brethren C. Hooper and R. Wood engaged in prayer. 
Brother Purdy read the Letter he had been deputed to 
draw up, which was approved, and ordered to be printed; but 
as it was very long, the farther conflderation of the manner of 
printing it was po11:poned. The Moder2.tor then concluded in 
prayer, and adjourned the Affembly at half paft eight o'clock. 

Public worlhip began at ten o'clock. Sung, BrOther Purdy 
prayed. Sung, Brother Stanger preached from Eph. iv. 15. 
£uug, Brother Wake-concluded in prayer. 

The Minifter5 and Meffenge,s met again for bu[me[s at tw@ 
o'clock: a petition from the Bapti!1: church at Coggeihall, in 
Effex, was pre[ented, read, and approvd, and was thought 
worthv of recommendation. Brother Coe prayed. 

It ~as agreed, That the general idea of the Affociation-Fund 
Ihould be contifiued another year, but on a fmaller [cale, for the 
encouragement of individual fubfcribers in the feveral churches. 
That the Circular Letter of this year Ihould be publilhed at 
two-pence each copy.-That tranfient members fhould join 
the refpeBive churches in the neighbourhood where they dwell, 
when it is not convenient to fill up their places in their OWll 

churches. 

It was agreed that the next Affociation be held the n.rft Tuef. 
day and Wedncfday in June, 1793, at Chathamt In. Kent. 
Brother Middleton, and Brother Lroyd to preach; and. In cafe 
of failure, Brother Vidler and Brother Wake. Brether Knott 
to draw up the next Circular Letter, and the following quefriou 
was propofed to him, as the [ubjeet of it (in a~ditioD to tha; 
already Dn the lift:) WhiP Rrl the Ji:"s of fbe limes? Agreea 

alfo 
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al(a to recommend a tnonthly prayer-meeting to all the churches 
in .alt conneaion, fot a revival of religion amongH: us ; and that 
~e iirft.Wednefday in November next be recommended as a 
day of"faffirtg and prayer in all the churches. 

The Moderator conCluded in prayer, and diftnUfed the Af­
(embly at fuc o'clock. 

In the evening Brother Button. or London, preached a leaure 
iOlJll[a. lx. t 3, 

Stall ~. thl (huyclm ji1f(1 the !aft AJJOda/i()lI. 

Baptized 99 
Received by letter I I 

Reitored - 3 I 13 
Difmiifed 10 

Exeluded. 5 
Dead 16 Jl 

lncrea(e 

THE KENT AND SUSSEX LETTER 

ON THE COFENAN'r OF WORKS .AND GR.AC~. 

The Paftors, lVlinifters and Me{[engers, to the feveral 
churches which they reprefent, fend chriftian falutation. 

Dearly heloved Friend., 

WHETHER, as individuals, we addrefs you, or unite 
our voices, talents, and care to ferve you; We hope, 

we have your advantage at heart. It has been cuftomary 
{or fame years paft to fend you an annual letter, with a de­
fign to impart fame fpiritual benefits to you; not as impof~ 
ing upon you our opinions; but to bring to your vie\v, 
fome of the great ~;1ings of God. Indeed we ought not to 
efteem any thing trivial which God, in his infinite wifdom; 
has given us in his word as the rule of our faith and praetice. 
If any of us think lightly of the words of the Moft High, 
~ven of (uch as relate to our civil, domeftic, or private du­
ties, it argues a want of knowledge and reverence of him. 
Weare not to conclude that we are gracious men, or fafe for 
heaven, becaufe We have fome knowledge of the fyftem oC 
truth, and believe fame of the important thin&s in religipn. 
No! But only as our knowledge inflames our hearts to love 
and honour God, and our faith worketh by love, purifies our 
fouls, and enables us to live on Chrifi, and yield obedieJ:lce 
to his will. 

Out 
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Our Epi1l1e will not fail to unite doCtrine and praCt:ice t8-
gether; and remind you, that the remedy provided by divige 
grace was not intended to deftroy, but to eftablifu the law; 
to provide for its being magnified by Chriftt and its bein~ 
obeyed and delighted in, by his believing children, after the 
inner man. Rom. vii. 21, 2.5. 

The queftion now to be anfwered is) WHAT IS THE 
SCRIPTURAL VlEW OF THE COVENANTS OF WORKS ANP 
GRACE? This is a very weighty queftion. We have in­
volved in it the four-fold ftate of man-his finle[s perfeCtioQ, 
his fall, his recovery, and his eternal happinefs. 

But betore we ctireaJy anfwer the quefti-on, we beg leave 
to point out a few things which may affift our judgments, 
and yours, in the right underftanding of the covenant of 
works. 

As, firft, That a law (yea the moral law) muft have fub­
iifted between a rational creature and God, had there never 
been a covenant of works between God and man. 
I t is impofiible that a rational creature can be without law to 
God; there muft be a rule of right to dired. his walk with 
God; a rule that points out evil, or wrong, to guard him 
...gainft it. We know that there is 'a law and rule in refpeCl: 
to m;m: but what we plead for is, it cannot be otherwife; 
a r:,ltional creature can have no exiftence in God's creation 
without 1<tW. To fuppofe any rational creature, in any pef­
fible ftate in earth or heaven, in time or eternity, as lawlers, 
'Or without rule or law to God, would be to infult God's 
moral government; to introduce mifrule and diforder, and 
fet afide fubordination to his Majefty. We do moft cordial­
ly bifuch you, beloved brethren, attentively to diftinguifb 
between THE LAW AS A COVENANT OF WORKS, AND THE 
l.:AW AS A RULE OF LIP'lt. Thisjuft rule of our walk 
of love to God, and love to our neighbour, will not only 
engage, hy the inBuence of grace, the hearts of all the faints 
below, but will fill the hearts of aU the faints in glory for 
ever. It will there be drawn forth to finlefs perfeCt:ion. Men 
will for ever hate evil, and for ever delight in truth and holi. 
nefs. And divine grace now engages the faints to delight in. 
the law of God after the inner man. Rom. vii. 22. 

Secondly, The law of nature, or the moral IawofGod, 
prior to any covenant of works, was coeval with Adam's 
exiftence; he was made in the image of God, as it refpeaed 
knOWledge, and moral reaitude. The law was written in 
his heart and nature, as it was afterwards in the heart of 
Chrift. He was fo~ed with a love to God, and wbateY'eI' 

og was 
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was good, and with a hatred to e"a, before the covenant of 
works was entered into. And believers in J efus, in their 
new creation, are formed into the image of God, have the 
law written in their hearts; and though freed from it as a 
covenant of works, are fiill formed to be obedient thereunto. 
as a rule of moral conduCt:. 

Thirdiy, The moral law, fo far as it is (uited to the na­
tUre of angels, mu!l: have been between God and them, not 
only as to an ullion of its moral maxims with their nature, 
but aI(o as drawn forth into a rule of their conduCt; for 
where there is no law, there is no tranfrrreffion. The punifh­
ment of fallen angels mufi have proc~eded on this ground, 
their 'Violating and departing from this perfectrule of thel'r 
condua; their breaking from their allegiance to God, and 
committing treafon again!l: his authority. And we judge, 
that the angels in heaven are under a law, holy and good, 
even the moral law, fo far as it is fuited to their nature, as 
t'1e eternal rule of their conduCt:. We fuppofe it makes 
their happinefs double to fee their fianding fecured, and con­
firmed in Chri!l:, by an immutable decree. But this decree 
doth not de!l:roy the law between them and their God; they 
are fiill under the law to worfhip God, to do his pIeafure, 
to. fervc, love, and honour him. But none of the angels 
were ever under the law as a covenant; God never made any 
covtnant .:{f works with them. It mu!l:, however, be ad­
mitted, that as every rational creature is placed by God 
llnd~T this law of nature, the moral Jaw, fo a tranfgreffion of 
its holy precepts, by fuch a ratiml31 being, expofes him to 
punifhment, without any confideration of a covenant of works 
annexed to the moral precepts. 

Fourthly, As to the law publifhed on Sinai, we confider 
it as a copy of the law of nature, or the Jaw which was, 
given to Adam, methodifed, delivered out, and written in 
ten words or commandments-and all the enlargements 
fince added, in the prophets, and the New Te!l:ament, are 
fmnded upon it; arid taken into the fame rule: the whole 
being a copy of God's mofi holy will and plea(ure. 

Fifthly, Brethren, we do not underfiand, that the law 
publifued on Sinai was giiren to the people of Ifrad, 
in the form of the covenant of works made with our fir!l: 
parent: For though the law publifhed on Sinai, and written 
on tabJes of fione, was, as to the fubftana of' it, the fame as 
the law of the covenant of works; yet not publifhed and 
given to the Jews as the covenant of works, for them to live 
under as fuch; but publifued and ziven to them with the 

writings 
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writings of Mofes, as a covenant made with th~t very peo­
ple, anQ. as a fide for them to walk by. For let It be o~rv­
ed, that all the Jews were put under the Sinai cove/lQllt, 
Mofes, Jolhua, and all the prophets, believers and unbeliev­
ers. Woe are V€ry certain, that believers in Chrifr, in the 
Jewifu t:hu.rch, were not under the covenant of works, it 
they had, they muft have been accurfed; but they were 
bleifed, and freed from the curfe, pardoned, and juftified be­
fore God; and yet continued under the Sinai covenant, Clnd 
the moral law, in that difpenfation, as the rule of life. 

We do not deny, that fome things in the Sinai covenant 
bear {ome likenefs to the covenant of works: as it required 
obedience, on pain of forfeiting God's blefiing and proteCtion 
in their favouroo land; and as God alfo denounced on their 
difobedience threats of the plague, peftilence, famine, fword, 
and death, fo far it was a conditional covenant; but not the 
covenant ofworks, for tha~ I\luft have excluded falva~ion from 
the Jewifh -church, which was not the cafe. The Jewiili 
covenant was rather a legal difpen1ation of the covenant of 
grace. 

Should it lie aikea, To what purpofe, then, was the moral 
law introduced into the Jewifh covenant, and mixed with 
that difpenfution r In anfwer, we fay, To teach men the know­
ledge of fin, and its damning nature; to fet before them a 
plaincopy of God's will; to convict them of evi~ and to 
ihewthem their duty to God and each other; to be a perpe­
tual rule of life to them, and that; being fenfible of fm, they 
might fly from Sinai to Chrift on mount Zion. 

The law -on tables of frone, depofited in the Ark, was a 
law in the hand of their merciful Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Ifrael-: it was of that ufe to believers then, which it is to 
ChriR'sfreed men now, who are fo far from being under the 
law as a covenant of works, tha~ they are redeemed from the 
~urfes of it, Gal. iv. 5. But frill they are under this holy 
law to Chrift, as a law of liberty and not of bondage, to 
ferve it with the mind and with the body alfo, which they do, 
when they live like Chrift, and copy after his example, 
Rom. vii. 2~. 25. I John ii. 6. 

Again, we wilh to remind you, brethren, as it may not a 
little afiifr you, to form a fcriptural idea of the law as a co­
venant of works; that in many places in the New Teftament, 
where mention is made of the law, the old eovenant, the 
commandment, and of carnal ordinances, and the hand-writ~ 
fig of ordinances, that the infpired penmen cannot have the 
mo.callaw in vi~w, no, nor yet the law, as the covenant of 

G g ~ wQrks, 
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works; not in Acb xv. 5. IO.---nor in the allegory of Paul 
in Gal. iV\ 21 to 28,~--nor in Eph. ii. 15. Col. ii. 1+ 
Heb. vii. 16 to 19. viii. 7, 8, 9, 10. In the firft of thefe 
places, by the law of MoCes, called a yoke of bondage, the 
ceren}onial law is evidently intended; for Peter ftirs up the 
difciples to a regard for the moral law, by advi/ir;~ them to 
abftain from fornication. And in the allegory of Hagar and 
Sarl1b, he means the two covenants; the covenant of Sinai, 
and the covenant of grace: had the covenant of works been 
in Paul's view, he would have led us up to Aat:rm, in Eden; 
hut he carries us back no further than to Mofes on Sinai. 
And as to ChriWs abolifhing, in his cfleih, the enmity, even 
the Jaw of commandments contained in ordinances, and his 
blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances, mentioned in 
Eph. ii. IS. Col. ii. 14-. this cannot be underftood of the 
moral law. He has not blotted out any moral precept, or 
abolilhed any juft and holy commandment in the eternal law 
of nature; far be that from the Lord! Rather, as it refpecls 
his laved people, he ~ on1y blotted out their fins and debts, 
and taken away all charges from the law, by fatisfying all its 
demands. Here are precepts and ordinances blotted out; but 
they are the carnal ones of the ceremonial law. And in the 
feventh of Hebrews, it is eafy to obferve Paul has reference to 
the law of the Levitical priefthood, contrafted with the prieft­
hood of Chrift; and by the two covenants mentioned in the 
next chapter, he intends the old covenant made with the 
Jewifh nation (not with Adam) and the new, the covenant of 
grace. 

Befides, brethren, many of thefe expreffions would be ex­
ceedingly improper to be applied to the law of nature, or 
the law of the covenant of works: there are no carnal com­
mandments or carnal ordinances in the moral law, or in the 
Jaw as a covenant of works.Thelaw is fpiritual, holy, juft, and 
~ood, and the covenant of works is founded on holinefs, juf­
nee, and truth. Indeed, we have to blefs God, that Chrift ii 
the end of the law; as to a juftifying righteoufnefs to them 
that believe. He ~fulfilled it as to an endlefs life, ditarmed 
it of its terror, and b.elievers are delivered from its penalties 
as a covenant of works. It is to them as a <kad hufband 
whofe power oyer his wife ceafeth at his death. So the co­
venapt of works ceafeth to have dominion over the people 
of God, by the body of Chrift, faith the apoftle: And be­
lievers, who are married to Chrift, are no adultereffes nor 
Antinomians, who plead their freedom from the covenant of 
works, and are efpoufed to the Lord Jefus. See Rom. ix. 
q. Our view in leading you to diftinguUh between the law 

as 
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as a rule of life, and the law as a covenant of works, is ~ 
flir you up, with becoming zeal for God, to bid defiance to 
a propofition, that is an inft.dt on God's mow government, 
viz. that believeJ:S have nodling to do with ~he law as a rule; 
of life. What! becaufe ehrift has obeyed it to an emUefs 
life, and freed his believing children from its penalties, as to 
an endlefs death, are they to have no regard to its holy pre­
cepts, or to be under no obligation to ferve their gracious fove. 
reign, agreeably to his juft commands? 

Having made our my plain, we now afiht, That the law 
ef the covenant of works, in itli genuine and fcriptural ienfe, is 
an agreement, a league or contraCl: between God and }ll2ll, 

in his ftate of innocency. On the part of God, it contained 
a promife of an endlefs life to Adam and his pofterity, upoq 
his perfeaIy obeying God's holy law; with a threatening of 
death, in every view of it, on his difobedience: and on the 
part of man, a cordial approbation of the terms. l\nd this is 
properly called the covenant of works, becaufe it is eftablifu_ 
ed on man's obedience as the procuring caufe of the blifsful 
life promifed; and on his dif<>bedience, as the proc~ caufe 
of the death threatened. 

Secondly, That the moral law given to Adam, with the 
preceding agreement, is the covenant of works, and that this 
covenant of works, was not entered into with Adam, fimply 
in his own perfon, but as the federal head of his pofterity_ 
God, on the one part, making a promife to him and his poftc-t 
rity of a blifsfullife, (we will not fay of heaven, though eter­
nal life is certainly mtended) and it may be a more exalted 
flate than that he was then in, on ~ondition of his perfeCI:ly 
keeping the whole law of God, of which happinefs, the tree of 
life, placed in the midft of the garden, was a vifible fign or fym­
bol, we do not fay a feal, though as gOO<! as a feal-An incite­
ment to obedience; a conftant remembrancer; a pledge of the 
kindnefs of his Maker; and alfo a token of the pleafing re­
gard God would thew to his fpotlefs obedience. The other 
part of this covenant contained a threatening of death to him­
felf and his pqflerity, in cafe he failed to obey fo g.ood. and juft 
a 1aw.-Of this pllnifument God ga.ve him likewife a vi1iblc 
fign or fymbol, in the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. This, while it was to be fOf a trial of his integrity, 
continually held out a warning to him; and was a voice from 
God founding in his ears-Behold in me, the dreadful doom 
if thou touch or eat. 

Thirdly! That this agreement, or covenant of works, 
entend into with Adam as a federal head, was made in j ufti.ce 

G~3 and 
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and equity, altogether worthy of God, and confonant to the 
rights of innocent man, appears plain: J t was eltabliilied 
on the moral perfections of God, and on his moral govern­
ment, over his rational innocent creatures-It breathes no­
thing but holinefs; it aiks for nothing but purity, love to 
ind delight in God; it demands only a reafonable fervice, 
that man be juR, holy, artd good-ar.d only puni1hes treafon 
againil: the fovereign. We muil: fay, the difpenfation of the 
covenant of y.rorks was truly worthy of God. The terms 
were infinitely juil: and righteous, fuch as a juil: God could 
not difpenfe with, without giving up his right of governing: 
this was the pure language of God to Adam, our federal 
head, Obey and live, you and yours; obey, and you are en­
titled to live for ever : my reCtitude binds me to fulfil my 
word-to preferve to you unalienable the reward of your 
obedience; hut difohey, and die, fuffer my juft vengeance 
due to your crimes. He that doth God's commandment3 
fhall Eve by them, Rom. x. 5. but the foul that £Inneth it 
{hall die. Ezek. xviii. 4. 

Tliircily, In a juft covenant, as this is, no one of the 
covenanters is to be forced into the bargain, or compelled t() 
contraCt,-unlefs juil:ice, equity, and right, call him to the 
engagement, as tHey do here. Now we a!Tert, that Adam, 
entered as freelv, as he did jufi:ly, into this covenant of 
works, for hihlfe1f and his pofterity. The hnlr.:fs perfection of 
his nature muft have made it a delight to him to obey God: 
hence he was willing to fulfil the condition of perfect obedi­
ence; he could not willi it lefs, as he ~hen was: he muft 
have had a competent knowledge of evll, and have under­
flood the j'u lice of the threatened punifument. His heart 
being an unifdn with God, all the terms in this covenant, 
doubtlefs, had his hearty Amen. And if nothino- contrary 
to this alJpeared on man's part, we are authorifed to fay, 
This was a covenant of works between God and man. 
And we may fuppofe man faying, 0 my eternal God, 
I love thee too well ever to offeud ag-ainft the~-All 
that thou haft commanded, thy fervant Win molt joyfully 
perform. 

But, Eourthly, It may be alked, Where do you find this 
covenant in Scripture? We own there \vas a law of works 
given to Adam: But where do the Scriptures reprefent it as 
a covenant of works ? 

That which mufl fully determine our judgment on the 
federal head1hip of Adam, and the law as a covenant of 
'works is, Fiifr, The uIiiverfal condemnation of Adam's 

pofterity, 
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}M>Rerity, by his eating the forbidden fruit. The apoftle in 
Rom. V.IS. fays, By the offence of one judgment came upon 
aU men to condemnation. The juRice of this condemnation 
cannot be fairly maintAined,withaut confidering our firft parent 
a covenant head to his pofterity; the law laying us under the 
penalty of death for his fuR fin, being confidered as l14ving 
finned in him. 

Equally clear is the whole of that paffage, Rom, v. I2 
-19, in reprefenting Adam ahd his poRerity, and Chrift 
and all his people. Both Adam and ChriR are ret forth as 
covenant heads; the former is faid to be a figure of the latter, 
v. 12. By one man fin entered into the world, and death by 
fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that all have finned; 
that is, all have finned in the eye of the law, and are con­
fidered as guilty of death, and under the Centence of it, by 
the imputation of Adam's fm. The words are not literally 
true in any other fenCe; for our new-born infants have 
not perfonally finned; but they finned in Adam as their co­
venant head. 

Again, verfe 14" Death reigned from Adam to Mofes on,,' 
them that had not finned, after the fimilitude of Adam's tranf­
greffion, viz. that had not committed aCl:ual fin. This verfe 
cannot be under!l:004 of adults who have finned as he did, 
but of our new-born infants, who, by Adam's crime, were in .. 
volved in condemnation, and obnoxious to deilth. In this 
whole pa1fage we find that all our race are expofed to death; 
that they are ~ead; that judgment caIne upon them to con­
demnation; death reigns over Li.em, and they are all made 
filmers by imputation. 

Some may cavil at God's makng Adam a covenant head to 
his pofterity, and for putting our lives and inheritance ill truft 
with him: but this, brethren, we believe is done without any 
juftcaufe, nay,refle{ts on the wifdom and righteoufnefs of God, 
Could we have been in council, we judge we fhould have 
agreed to have given our Firft Father the honour of being our 
truftee; and fuould have highly applauded the wifdom of 
God, and alfo Adam's integrity had he conveyed the bleiling 
of a happy life to us; but as it is, G04's perfeCtions are un­
impeachable. We have all reafon to fay, it was juft, it was 
kind in God to enter into a covenant With man, and to a{[ure 
him that endlefs life ihould be the reward of his obedienc~, 
And as he added a fign and pledge to his promife in the tree 
of life, it could not but be highl}' pleafillg to man. Alld as 
he h2d fufficient power to keep God's law, and a matchlef" 
deli~ht in doing it; his fin was of himfelf, his pUlli!hment 
the Juft fruit of his fin, and God is cleltr. 

G ? 4. Th~ 
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The whole human race, as the offspring of the firft man.. 
are generated into the world, tInder this broken covenant; 
their being lhapen in iniquity, and born unclean, proclaims 
it. And all who are in an unregenerate frate, and as unbe. 
lievers, are declaratively under this covenant, and fo under its 
curfe. F or as many as are of the works of the law, are un~ 
der the curfe: for it is written, Curkd is every one that con· 
tinueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them; and he that believeth not is condemned al­
ready. The terms in this covenant are always the ume ; 
Obey perfeClly, or die eternally. 

And though man, by his fall, hath lofr his frrength to keep 
the law, God has, not lofr his power to command, nor the 
law its authority. No allowance can be made, or indeed given, 
to man to do amifs. If he fails but in one point of the law, 
the law is broken, and charges the guilty finner with a breach 
of the whole. True and awful as thefe things are, fallen 
man is frill thinking he can retrieve his lofs, and recover life~ 
and the favor of God by his good deeds: his ignorance and 
pride buoy him up with flattering hopes that he can yet make 
up the breach between God and his foul. Though he is every 
day adding fin to fin, yet he will not allow that he is an enemy 
to God. But this is all deception; God cannot connIve at 
fin ~ wifdom cannot be impofed upon: neither can jufrice give 
up its rightf, or the law its demands: it is the minifrration of 
death to guilty man. Nothing but an interefr in the fecond 
Adam's obedience, fufierings, and latisfaction, can infure a 
finner's ulvation. 

Having given you, dear brethren, a defcription of the co­
venant of works, permit us now to lay before you what the 
Scriptures fay concerning THE COVENANT of GRACE.-­

This is a league~ contract, or agreement entered into by the 
divine perfons in the Godhead; the Father, Son" and Spirit, 
in the eternal council of heaven, refpeCling the falvation of 
the veffels of mercy; in which covenant~ a plan is drawn, and 
means devifed for their complete rele2fe from fin and mifer;; 
their enjoyment of gr;!ce in time, and glory in the world tG 
come; a covenant this ordered in all things, and fure, which 
is all their falvation, and all their denre. :2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

This coveflant of grace is made with elect perfons, in 
Chrifr their Surety and Mediator. Thefe perfons have, in 
the covenant of grace, as all mankind had in the covenant of 
works, a reprefentative and federal head, and this head is 
Chriit. He is a head to his church in a variety offenfes, as 
may be (,;en in the fOllowing fcriptures. Ifa. ix. 6. John x. ,Q. 
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to. xiv. 6. Eph. iv. IS, 16. v. 23. and Col. ii. 19-
But what we mean more particularly is the federal headfilip 
(If Chrifi: over his people. In no other way, that we can con­
ceive, could we enjoy, from his obedience and death, the ble{ ... 
lings of jufi:ification, pardon, and falvation. It is only by his 
being a covenant-head to his people, and fi:anding in their law 
place, that what he did and fuffered could be conlidered in the 
fame light as if they had done and fuffered thefe things in 
their own perfons; for the law acquits them, and accounts 
them rio-hteous, in this way, Rom. viii. 3, + And this head­
:lhip of'Chrifi: could not arife from the nature of God, nor 
any natural order of things between God and man. Chrifi:'s 
mediatorial office was certainly grounded on the fovereign 
good-will and pleafure of Jehovah, fettled and agreed upon 
between the divine Three, as the contraB:ing parties; other­
wife it might have been an efi:ablithment of neceffity, as arif­
ing from the nature or perfonality of God. This, brethren, 
unfolds the riches of grace in the falvation of finners. 

We have the fullefi: evidence in the Scriptures, that fuch a 
covenant has been entered into by the Father and Chrifi:, in 
which the latter was fet up as the federal head. Jehovah. 
the Father, declares to the Son, " I, the Lord, have called 
thee in righteoufnefs, and will hold thine hand, and will 
keep thee and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
light to the Gentilei; to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prifoners out of the prifon, and them that fit in dark­
nefs out of the prifon-houfe." !fa. xlii. 6, 7. xlix. I. 10. 
Pc. xlv and lxxxix. 28, 34-

The very names of Chrifi:, and all the offices (ufi:-J.ined by 
him, clearly difplay this compaCt; the whole of which origi­
nate in his covenant headthip. His being a furety and me­
diator, a brother and redeemer, arifes from fiipulation: his 
being the life, light, and refuge of his people ;---their wif­
dom, righteoufnefs, fanaification and redemption; his 
being a Prophet to teach, a Priefi: to atone, a King to rule, 
proceeds from this covenant agreement. Thefe offices and 
names do not arife out of the nature or perfonality of God; 
nor from the fonthip of Chrifi:, for he would have been 
the Son of God, if he had never been a mediator: they 
{pring from an aa: of the fovereign good-will and pleafure of 
God. 

The conduct of the Father towards Chrifi: conftrains us 
to afi'ert, that the covenant of grace is an agreement, a 
ftipulation, a contract; otherwife, what thould we think of 
the Father's laying our fins pn Chrm; his bruiling him, 

and 
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and putting him to pain for the crimes of others? To punilh 
the innocent for the guilty:. as was the cafe here, would make 
both angels and men think themfelves unfafe under the go­
vernment of God; but Chrifl's covenanting to become a 
furety, fets this matter in a clear light, and vindicates the 
jufiice of God's proceedings towards him. Chrill: volun­
tarily, fianding in our Law-place, took our debts upon him, 
and became accountable for our dif()bedience; and thus, by 
his firipes we are healed. 

\Ve may add, that the parties covenanting to redeem and 
fave men were equal; Chrill: thought it not robbery to be 
~ual with God. His. right to ftipulate for man's falvation 
is undeniable, and that he did fo is evident; he entered into 
this covenant freely; made himfelf accountable for his people's 
tranfgreffions; anti as freely and faithfully made the demanded 
fatisfaaion. The Father provided a fucrifice for fin, in the 
perfon of Chrifi-Jefus engaged to make atonement, and 
he bled on the aceuried tree for that purpofe. 

The Holy Spirit was a contraCl:ing party in this covenant; 
he agreed to perform his part in the falvation of man. He is 
called the Spirit of Chrift; and the Spirit of God's Son; not 
from his onenefs in nature with the Father and the Son, nor 
refpeCl:ing his perfonality, but purely in relation to the cove­
nant Qf grace. His being called the Spirit of adoption, mull: 
all ude to his office in this covenant. The other charaaers alfo 
{)f the divine {pitit arife from his engagements in the covenant 
of grace; a teacher, a comforter, a fealer, and a fanCl:ifier of 
the people of God. The Spirit, doubtleis, took upon himfdf, 
agreed, and covenanted to be po!rdfed of, thefe offices; and he 
performs his engagements in regeneratin~, teaching, comfort­
ing, fanaifying, and leading God's people into all truth. 

Nothing can be more folcmn than the manner of Jehovah's 
covenanting with Chrill: about the falvation of linners. For­
merly, covenants were confirmed by oaths and imprecations, 
flaying of anim:tis, and cutting them in twain, and fo pafting 
between the parts, Gen. xv. 9-12. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. 
God faj's, My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thillg 
that is gone out of my lips; once I have fworn by my holi­
nefs that I will not lie to David, (that is Chl'ifi) his feed thall 
endure for ever, and his throne as the fun before me, Pf. 
lxxxix. 34. Heb. vi. J 7, 18. 

Nothing can be more wiie than the terms agreed upon in 
this Covenant of grace, and the conditions to be pelformcd bv 
the covenanting partie,. all the Father' j part., prcparin;" 
Chrill: a body to offer 4;) ;tfacrificc for l1n~ Heb. x.·s. Henc~ 

the 
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The word was made flefh and dwelt among us, John i.1 + The 
Father alfo furnifhed the human nature of Chrift, with gifts to 
execute his Mediatorial office, Ifa. xi. 2,3. Luke iV.IS. The 
Father engaged to be with and fupport him, while he was per­
forming his will on earth. Chrift, having rinifhed his work 
of fuffering, was raifed from the dead by the Father, Gal. i. I. 
The human nature of Chrift is exalted by the Father to his 
own right hand; and all power in heaven and on earth is 
given to him, Mat. xxviii. 18. The rule and adminiftration 
of God's univerfal kingdom are put into his hands, and he is 
conftituted the judge of quick and dead. As Chrift was the 
executor of the plan of falvation, it was neceffary, and highly 
reafonable, that all this glory fuould be annexed to his office, 
as the great Head of his church. Though J efus fuff'ered much, 
he loft nothing by his fufferings; his work has been highly 
rewarded in the pre-eminence which he has over all things. 
It was faid of him, that he lhould fee the fruit of the travail of 
his foul, and be fatisfied. What admirable juftice, truth, and 
faithfulnefs, has the Father fuewn to our covenant head Chrift. 
and will yet fhew to his covenant people! 

'if'be terms agreed upon by Chrift, and which he has faith­
fully performed, warrant us to fay, that what is a covenant of 
grace to us, was a covenant of works to Chrift. F or he 
became the (urety of his people; he engaged his heart to draw 
nigh to God for them, Jer. xxx. 21. He was made under 
the law, as a broken covenant; as the fecond Adam he en­
gaged to fulfil the law. which he did by his obedience unto 
death, and he thus brought in an everlafting juftifying righte­
oufnefs; he engaged to redeem his people from the curfe of 
the law, being made a curfe for them; to keep all thofe who 
were -:ommitted into his his hands, that none lhould be loft, 
and t:) pr~fmt all his people faultlefs before his Father, which 
will be done in his own due time. Upon his fulfilling thefe 
conditiom, the Father promifed the Spirit to prepare all the 
veileIs of mercy fcr heaven. The four ev:mgelifts will in­
forin you, brethren, how well our Lord Jefus Chrift per~ 
formed the conditions of this covenant; how fweetly he 
£reached glad tidings! "~~t numerous mir~cles he wrought! 
Every precept of the dlVlne law was WrItten on his holy 
heart, and was to be read in his fpotlefs life! How readily 
he went to JerufJem to die for his people I How lovingly he 
ihed his blood for the remiffion of their fins! How completely 
he finithed his work I Sing, 0 heavens! Be joyful, 0 earth! 
Clap your hands, ye people! Salvation, and honour, and 
~lo!:y) be unto God and thC;J Lamb for ever and ever! The 

i;lory 
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glory of the divine perfea-ions lhines refplendently in the fal ... 
vation of un-numbered millions of our fallen race! A fubjelt 
which fhall for ever fill their hearts with joy, and their 
tongues with endIefs praife to the God of grace. 

The covenant of grace may be confidered as a T ej1ament., 
and it is fo called of Chrifi, and the apofile Paul, as con­
taining a gift or legacy, which is falvation, founded on the 
death of Chrifi the tefiator. This tefiarnent was drawn up 
in the councils of God, and confirmed by oaths and promifes; 
in which the Almighty Father made over to his Son Jefus 
Chriit, an inheritance of grace and glory, which his elect 
ihould fhare as joint-heirs with him for ever and ever. 

Having given you, dear brethrenJ a brief view of the 
two covenants, let us now, in conclufion, jufl: mention the 
erell/eney of this efiablifhment of grace in its influence upon 
the heart. 

The covenant of grace, publifhed in the gofpeJ, vindicates 
the honour of God: in the belief of it, we find the molt 
fuining charatl:ers; a long lift of which is Jl1ade out by the 
apofile PaUl, Heb. xi. How faint and fuperficial do the vir­
tues and morals of the wifeft heathen appear, when compared 
with the fuining virtue, and heavenly deeds of thefe men of 
God! Mere moral virtue never carries the mind above the 
world, but grace gives fpiritual life and wifdom; by this the 
moft fecret fins are detefied, old things pafs away, and, be­
hold, all things become new! Holy brethren, may we all be 
united to praife God, for our deliverance from the covenant of 
works, and for an intereft in the covenant of grace; but let us 
be aware that we do not oppofe Chrift, in denying a proper uf~ 
of the law, under the gofpel difpenfation: he makes good ufe of 
it for convitl:ion, for reproof, and for diretl:ion. He holds it 
up as a glafs for us to fee our daily imperfections in, that W8 

may more quickly apply to him for cleanfing and recovery. 
Labour therefore, brethren, to ufe the law, as Chrifl: has 
flated it in his word. 

Let it be further obferved, that God never deligned by the 
covenant of grace, and in giving fal vation to men, to fet 
afide maxims of jufiice, or to cafl: down any rule of right, 
or to fubvert the univerfal law of nature. We blefs God1 

that he has given uS the pardon of our fins, and eftablifh­
ment in Chrifr, that we might be holy in all manner of conver­
fation and godlinefs. 

Dear brethren, we wifh even your perfection; may you in­
deed be bleffed with a clear judgment, to difcern the exceIlen­
eies of gofpd truUl! May your zeal be fervent, for the glory 

.f 
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of God, and for each others good! May you ever afcribe the 
whole of your falvation to God, and hate every falfe way! 
May you do honour to your principles byy our moderation, 
godly tempers, and humble deportment; nd by a il:eady and 
:realous attendance on the means of grace ! 

We befeech you to malce the moil: diligent inquiry after the: 
feal of this covenant upon your own hearts: the ratification 
~r feal of the covenant to us, was the blood of Chriil: But 
that which is the feal or confirmation of our interejl in the 
covenant is our receiving the Holy Spirit; his regeneratin~ 
our fouls, and writing the laws of God in our hearts; his 
becoming the fpirit of adoption, and giving us light, life, and 
liberty. 

Finally, dear brethren, in the Lord, we willi you ~ 
diil:inguifu true religion from that which is falfe. It certainly 
does not confifl: in a working for life-in a dead, unfruitful 
faith-in an hiftorical knowledge of the covenant of grac~ 
nor in crying up the liberty of the gofpel, to frighten dutJ 
out of doors. It confifts no more in empty knowledge, 
than in "Do and live." The hio-h-flown profeifor of 
grace. whofe heart is not right with dod, is as much under 
condemnation aa the openly profane Iinner, and his ilate more 
dreadful. True religion appears in its fruits; in men's 
having tender confciences, a broken heart, a contrite fpirit, a 
holy hatred of lin, a deep fenfe of their unworthinefs; bein, 
filled with admiration of Jefus the Saviour, and living upon 
his fuInefs daily:-thefe things proclaim us legatees in the 
covenant of grace. We remain yoIoU' affeCtionate bretltten 
ie the Lord. 

Si~ned in behalf of the whole, by 

THOMAS PURDY. 
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A LIST OF THE PARTICULAR BAPTIST MONTHLY MEETINGS 
IN LONDON AND SOUTHW ARK,. 

IN THE YEAR. 

1792• 

PLACE. ! TIME. TO BEGIN. TO FREACH. TO PRAY. 

Mr. Button's Jan. 19 . Mr. Dore Mr. Williams Mr. Stennett 
Mr. Dore's Feb. 23 Mr. Williams Mr. Button Mr. Reynolds 
Mr. Booth's March 22 MI'. Button Mr. Dore" Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. Thomas's ARril 19 Mr. Dore Mr. Burnfide Mr. Booth 
Mr. Martin's May 24 Mr. Burnfide Mr. Thomas Mr. Dore 
Mr. Rippon's June 2I Mr. Thomas Mr. Booth Mr. Button 
Mr. Reynolds's July 19 Mr. Booth Mr. Martin Dr. Stennett 
Dr, Stennett's Auguft 23 Mr, Martin Mr. Rippon Mr. Williams· 

Mr. Burnfide's Sept. 20 Mr. Rippon ·{Mr. Thompfon ~ Mr. Martin 
·or Mr. Stennett " . 

Mr. Williams's Ott. JMr. Thompfon } IX. Stennett '- Mr. Rippon 25 l. or Mr. Stennett 
Mr. Button's Nov. 22 Dr. Stenuett Mr. Reynolds Mr. Burn[lde 

The Minifter of each placeconcludea. the meeting. 
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The co!leCHons of the ten churches, mentioned in the. foregoing lill:, wh.ofe miniflers and mell."engers conllitute the 
PARTICULAR BAPTIST FUND, amounted, in the year I792,·to.6171. lOs. 9e1. Herling: This, with.the interefi on the 
capital. was diilributed, in the fpririg of 1793, to poor minifters, churches, and ftUciellts, in various parts of England 
and Vlales. 

In the accounts of 1792, the following.lega-cies to the. fund are' mentioned: 
A legacy given by the will of Mrs. Hannah Hill of Worcei1:er, sol. Another by the \dJI of Mr. Redburn Tomkirn; of 

Whitechape), who belonged to the church under the paftoral care of Brother Booth, 501. Another of 20o!. by the will 
of the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Poynting of Worcefter. Alfo '1.00/. Bank reduced annuities left by Mr. Jofeph Hiller, to the 
late Rev. Mr. John Reynolds of Cripplegate, London, during the term of his natural life. 

'fhe Mi.ffion to WaJes was encouraged as in 1791. 

CASE. 

No. 
26 
27 
28 
29 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE FOUR COUNTRY CASES 
WHICH WERE PATRONISED IN LONDON, J 792. 

:PLACE. \ PRESENTED. RECOMMBNDIlD. WANTED. 

\ 

L. S. D. 
Ogden aa. 5, 1787 Mar. 2, 1792 14° 0 0 
Moulton . Dec. 7, 1787 June I, 1791. 150 0 a 
Manchefter Jan. 4, 17 88 Aug. 3. 1791. 260 0 0 
Beckington July 4, 1788 oa. 5. 1791. )80 0 a 

€OLLEC1'BD. 

L. S. D. 

71}, a a 
88 8 a 

11.1. 9 6 
8.l 14 0 
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Colne, Lantalhire: this cafe was to ha~e followed Manchefter, but laudable 6x'olrtipns iu the country ....... 
'made it unnecelfary to fQ1idt the benefatti.ons of the friend. in town •. - ~ 
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THE 

YORK AND LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION 

OF MINISTERS. 

CALI.ED PARTICULAR BAPTISTS, 

Conne8.ed with the Churches which meet at Gi/dtrji;me, LmlIj 
RawMn, Halifax, Salmdint-nook, Wuinjgatt, Hebden. 
Bridgt. Rochtfalt, Bacup, Cloughfold, Ackrington, Black. 
bun., Prtjl~n, Caine, Barnoldfwick, Ctr<4J/mg-Hill, Sutton, 
and Eiland; 

Met at Co<wlitrg-Hill, May 30th and 31ft• 179%' 

Wetbtifday, May 30th, the public fervice began at two o'clock. 
when Mr. Sharp o}lened the meeting by finging and prayer, and 
Mr. Hirft preached from Rom. iii. 9. 

Met again at halfpaft five, Mr. Fawcett fen. began the fervice 
by finging and prayer. Mr. Afuworth was chofen moderatOr. 
The letters were read from the various churches, and the circular 
letter, drawn up by Mr. Wood. on CHRISTJAB ZEAL,- was 
read. approved, and ordered to be printed immediately. Mr. 
Hartley concluded the fervice in prayer. 

Met again ThuifJay morning, at nine o'clock, Mr. Hindle 
began the fervice ill prayer. Mr. Littlewood preached from 
HoC. xiv. 2. Mr. Alhworth prc:ached from Eph. iv. ZO. Zl. and 
\:oncluded with pra yet. 

The church at Elland was taken into the afi'ociation. It wu 
agreed to hold the neXt afi"ociation at Maiborou~h~near Rother­
ham. The perIons then to preach are Mefi"rs HlOdle. Alhworth, 
and Hirft; in cafe of failure. Mefli-s Wood, Fawcett, and Little­
wood. Mr. Hindle to draw up the circular letter, the [ubjeCt 
of which is to be « <fh, Croft of Chrifl." 

On the whole, it :tppeared, that though {orne of the churches 
in this connexion are in a low fituation, yet that others of them 
arc in a more profperou8 frate. 

State of numbers fmce the former afi"ociatioll. 

Baptized 
Re.ftored 

+3 I Excluded 
2 Dead 

• The Author has entered into the fubjeCl of Zeal, on whiCh he 
writes---his letter fills jOllr'"" oClavo pages, but was not received till 
May 13, 1193. Whe!l moft of the materials for No.6, were arranged. 
The Northamptonflllrc Letter, om the fame Chriftian Grace, having juft 
8ccupied ';.u"ty pages of the Regiftor, viz. from 4Z0 to 440, and much 
matter belDg on hand.; we are now under the nccoffiry of omittin, 
irotiocr Wgoll'r.lettcr---a lottor which ~oCi bim credit. £llITOA. 
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A L I s T, 

FOR 1792, 

OF the PRINCIPAL BOOKa AND PAMPHLETS which have 
been lately printed by the BAPTISTS; with a few others, 
whofe Authors are here diftinguifued by the denomination 
to which they belong. 

B. 
Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP, A. M. (A Congregationalifl). 

Member of the Philofophical Society in Philadelphia, and of the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in Maffachufetts. 

The HiftoryofNEw HU(PSHIR.B, N. A. in three volumes, 8vo. 
VOL. I. Comprehending the events of one complete century, 

from the difcovery of the river Pafcataqua. 
VOL. 11. Comprehendiag the events of feventy-five years, from 

1715 to 1790. lliujirated hy a New Map of the State. 
VOL. III. Containing a geographicaldefcription of the STATE, 

with Sketches of its Natural Hiftory, Produaions, Improve­
ments .. and prefent ftate of Society, Manners, Laws, and Go­
vernment. 

Sold by Dilly, London. Price 18s. in boards. 

Rev. JAMES BICHENO, Newberry. 
The Signs of the Times; or. the Overthrow of the Papal Ty­

ranny in France, the prelude of Deftrudion to Popery and 
Defpat-ifm, and of Peace to mankind. 8vo. pp. 76. Price I s. 6d. 

Sold by Panons, London; and by James and Cottel, Brlllol. 

Rev. ABRAHAM BOOTH, London. 
A Defence of Predobaptifm examined; or, Animadverfions on 

Dr. Edward Williams's Antipredobaptifm examined: 
1 'Lmo. pp. 5"'3. price +s. in boards. 

Sold by Dilly and Knott. London. 

D. 
Rev. THOMAS Dl1NSCOMBE, A. M. Coat, Oxon. 

The Tribute of Affection, to the memory of the late Dr. 
Evans; a Difcourfe addreffed to the Briftol Education Society, 
at their Annual Meeting in Broadmead, Aug. 22, 179'1.; to 
which is added, Dr. Evans's Addrefs to his Students, deli­
vered to them the lirft time April IZ, 1770' 8vo. pp. 4-8• 
price IS. 

Sold by Otridge, Knott, and Button, London; and by Evans 
a-nd Brown at Briftol. 

Ii h ReY, 
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E. 
Rev. PETER EDWARDS, Port[mouth Common. 

PARVULUS CONATus.-The White's Row Lecture a little en­
larged; on Rom. vi. I, 2. What ./hall 'We Jay then? Shall we 
continue in fin that grace may ahound? God for hid, C5c. Deli­
yered Tuefday Nov. 23, 1790, on Port[mouth Common. 

8vo. pp. 32. Sold by Whitewood, Port[mouth. 
The late Rev. CALEB Ev ANS, D. D. Brifro!' 

The Deceitfulnefs of Sin; a Sermon, addrefl'ed to the youth ill 
the fchool at Bratton, Wilts. Oa:. 28, 1789, occafioned by 
the untimely death of one of the fcholars. The text Heb. iii. 
13. Exhort one another daily, 'lJ.'hilfl it is called to-day, lifl any 
if you he hat'dened, E:fc. 8vo. pp. 27. price 6d. 

Sold by Evans, Briftol; Otridge and Button, London. 
Rev. JOHN EVANS·, A. M. 

An Addrefs, humbly defigned to promote a Religious Revival 
among the General Baptifts. 12mo. pp. 24. price 4d. 
Sold by Johnfon, Taylor, MarCom, and Brown, London. 

F. 
Rev. ANDREW FULLER, Kettering. 

The Blelfednefs of the Dead who die in the Lord; a Sermon, 
delivered at Kettering, in Northamptonfhire, at the funeral 
of Mr. Beeby Wallis, who departed this life April 2, 1792. 
Text, Rev. xiv. 13, And I heard a 'Voice from hea'Ven faying 
unto me, Write, B1e.l{ed are the Dea:!, E:fc. 8vo. pp. 25. price6d. 

Sold by Dilly, and Gardiner, London; and Collis, Kettering. 
H. 

Rev. JAMES HINTON, Oxford. 
A Vindication of the DilfeRters in Oxford, addrelfed to the In­

habitants; in reply to Dr. Tath.am's Sermon, lately publifhed, 
after ha'Ving heen preached in Oxford many Sundays JUcceJli'Vely. 
The 3d Edition. evo. pp. 20. price 3d. 

Sold ~y Johnfon, and Knott, London. 

L. 
Rev. JOHN LIDDON. Hemel-Hemp1l:ead. 

The Genuine principles of all Religious Dilfentcrs, and efpeci­
ally of the Protellant DiiTenters in England, ilIuftrated and 
defended; a Sermon, delivered on Nov. 4, 1792, to the Con­
gregation of Proteftant Dilfenters, in Hemel-Hclllpfread, pp. 
32, 8vo. 
Sold by Johnfon, Dilly, Knott, and Gurney, London. 
Rev. JOHN LLOYD, removed from Tenterden to London. 

The Sovereignty of Grace. and the Myftery of Providence, ex­
emplified, in a feries of Letters to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 61. 
price IS. Sold by Button, and Thomas, London. 

1(. A General Baptift minifter of WorJhip-ftreet, London. 
ReV'. 
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P. 
Rev. WILLIAM PRICE, Leeds. 

Remarks on the Rev. Mr. Barnard's Difcourfe on Baptifm; in 

Three Letters to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 70. price IS. 

Sold at the Veftry of the Ebenezer Chapel, Leeds. 

R. 
JOHN RIPPON, London. 

The gentle difmiffion of Saints from Earth to Heaven im­
proved; a Sermon, ocafioned by the deceafe of the Rev. 
John Ryland, fen. A. M. who departed this life at En­
field (near London), July 24, 1792, in the 69th year of Ms 
age; preached firft at his funeral at Northampton, on Lord's­
day eVllning, July 29, and afterwards in London. 

Second Edition. 8vo. pp. 56. price 9d. 
$old by Dilly, London; Brown and James, Brifto1; Binns at 

L6ed~; a.nd by the fame perfons in America who fell the 
Author's Regifter, Hymn and Tune Books, 

The late Rev. ROBERT ROBINSON, Cambridge. 
Chriftian Submiffion to Civil Government; a Difcourfe preached 

on Jan. 30, 178o, at the Meeting Houfe in St. Andrew's, Cam­
bridge, on Rom. xiii. 1-7' Let eVEry Joul be Jubjeli to thl. 
bigher po-wers, &c. 

Second Edition, 8vo. 1792. pp. 31. price6d. 
Sold by Mathews, Jordan, Aili, &c. London. 

Rev. ANTHONY ROBINSON, Kirkland. 
A Short Hillory of the Perfecution of Chriftianity, by Jews, 

Heathens, and Chriftians; to which are added, An Account 
of the prefent ftate of Religion in the United States of Ame­
rica, and fome Obfervations on Civil Eftabliiliments of Reli­
gion. 8vo. pp. 150. price 25. 1792. 

Sold by Jollie;, Carliile ; and Johnfon, London. 

Thelate Rev. JOHN RYLAND, fen. A. M. 
1. An Addrefs to the Ingenuous Youth of Great Britain; together 

with a Body of Divinity in Minature: To which is fubjoined., 
A Plan of Education, adapted to the ure of Schools, and 
which has been carried into execution during a courfe of neal;' 
5 ° years. Small fize, pp. 143. price IS. 6d. or 2S. with a fuiking 
likenefs of the Author, 179z. 

II. Selea Effays on the Moral Virtues, and on Genius, Science, 
and Tafte; interfperfed with ftriking f.las, defigned to lead 
the Britifh Youth into the belt methods of ftudy, and the moft 
eafy attainment of Knowledge; bcing the laft work of the 
Author's life. Small fize, price IS. 6d. 1791. 

Both articles fold by SYInollds, London. 
H h z Rev. 
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S. 
Rev. JOHN SMALLEY, Farmington, (A Predobaptift.) 

The Inability of the Sinner to comply with the Gofpel, his in­
excufahle guilt in not complying with it, and the conftftency 
of thefe with each other illuftrated; in two Difcourfes on John 
vi. 44' No mall can come unto me, except the Father, f.:fc. 

Re-publiihed by the Rev. JOHN SUTCLIFF, of Olney, 8vo. pp. 
58. clofe printed, with very long notes. price IS. 

Sold by Dilly, London; Galloway, Edinburgh; James, Brifto!' 

T. 
Rev. DANIEL TVIlNER. A. M. Abingdon. 

An Exhortation to Peace, Loyalty, and the fupport of Govern­
ment, addre1fed to a congregation of Proteftant Di1fenters, in 
Abingdon, Berks; at the clofe of a Sermon, preached in the 
mornmg of the Lord's-day, Dec. 9, 1792. 

Second Edition, price 2d. or IS. 6d. per dozen. 
Sold by Knott, London;, and by Watts at Abingdon. 

U. 
Revifed by Rev. JAMES UPTON, London. 

'Piety the beft PortIon; or, Gold and Grace weighed in the 
balance; wherein fome direCtions how to proceed regularly to­
wards the married ftate are propofed; by William Herbert. 
Price 6d. 

Rev. CHARLES WHITFIl!LD, Hamfterley, Durham. 
The Obligations to Moral and Mental Improvement ftated, and 

the ufe of books recommended, efpecially to Youth: In which 
are contained, Rules for Reading, and the choice of books ; with 
[elect books upon Religion, in ftx views of it, viz. the nature 
and defign-the truth and evidence-the power and influence 
-·the peace and confolations-the {ocial order, inftitutions, 
and practice of it-and the rational pleafures and entertain­
ments which it affords; a Sermon p·eached to !he Congrega­
tion of Proteftant Di1fenters, in Hamfterly, Durham, Jan. 
22, li92, 8vo. price 6d. Sold by Charnley, Newcaf­
tle; the Librarian, at the Vellry-room, Hamfterly. 

ANONYMOVS. 
Infant Salvation; an E1fay to prove the Salvation of all who 

die in infancy, with Anfwers to Objeetions. Written with a 
particular. view to the .nfolation of bereaved parents. SVQ. 
pp. 43. price 6d. 

PubJiJheci by R IY. William Button, London. 
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.An Account of the Life of Mr. DAVID GEORGE~ 
from Sierra Leone in Africa; given by himfelfina Con­
verfation with Brother RIPPON of London, and Brother 
PEARCE of Birmingham. 

I was born in Effex county, Virginia, about 50 or 60 miles 
from Williamfburg, on Nottaway river, of parents who were 
brought from Africa, but who had not the fear of God before 
their eyes. The firft work I did was fetching water, and 
carding of cotton; afterwards I was fent into the field to 
work about the Indian cQm and tobacco, till I was about 19 
years old. My father's name was John, and my mother's 
Judith. I had four brotllers1 and four lifters, who, with 
myfelf, were all born in {lavery: our mafter's name was 
Chapel-a very bad man to the Negroes. My oldeft fifter 
was called Patty i I have feen her feveral times fo whipped 
that her back has been all corruption, as though it would 
rot. My brother Dick ran away, but they caught him, and 
brought him home; and as they were going to tie him up, 
he broke away again, and they hunted him with horfes and dogs. 
till they took him; then th~ng him up to a cherry-tree 
in the yard, by his two hands, quite n~ed, except his 
breeches, with his feet about half a yard from the ground. 
They tied his legs clofe together, and put a pole between 
them, at one end of which one of the owner's fons fat, to 
keep him down, and another fon at the other. After he had 
received 50Q lafbes, or more, they wafhed his back with falt 
water, and Whipped it in, as well as rubbed it in with a 
rag; and then directly fent him to work in pulling off the 
fuckers of tobacco. I alfo have been whipped many a time 
on my naked {kill, and fometimes till the blood has run down 
over my waiftband; but the greateft grief I then had was 
to f\!e them whip my mother, ana to hear her, on her knees, 
begging for mercy. She was mafter's cook, and if they 
only thought £he might do any thing better than £he did, in­
ftead of fpeaking to her as to a fervznt, they would ftrip her 
diJecHy, and cut away. I believe fbe was on her death-bc:d 
when I got off, but I have never heai1ld lince.. Mafter's 
rough and cruel ufage was the reafon of my running-away. 
Before this time I ufed to drink, but not flea!; did not fear 
hell, was without knowledge; though I went fomctimes to 
Nottaway, the Englifb church, about eight or nine miles 
off. I left the plantation about midnight,· walked all night, 
got into Brunfwick county, then over Roanoak river, and 
fopn Inet with fome White travelling people) who helped me 
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on to Pedee river. When I had been at work there two t'Jr 
three weeks, a hue and cry found me out, and the mafter 
faid to me, there are 30 guineas offer.ed for you, but I will 
have no hand in it: I would advife you to make your way 
towards Savannah river. I hearkened to him, but was feveral 
weeks going. I worked there, I fuppofe, as long as two 
years, with John Green, a white man, before they came 
after me again. Then I ran away up among the Creek 
Indians. As I travelled from Savanah river, I came to Oke­
mulgee river, near which the Indians obferved my track. 
They can tell the Black people's track from their own, be­
caufe they are hollow in the midft of thei~r feet, and the 
Black's feet are flatter than theirs. They followed my track 
down to the river, where I was making a long raft to crofs 
over with. One of thefe Indians was a king, called Blue 
Salt; he could talk a little broken Englifu. He took and 
carried me away about 17 or 18 miles into the woods to his 
camp, where they had bear'meat, deer meat, turkies, and 
wild potatoes. I was his prize, and lived with him from the 
Chriftmas month till April, when he went into his town 
Augufta, in the _ Creek nation. I made fences, dug the 
ground, planted corn, and worked hard; but the people were 
kind to me. S. C. my mafter's fon, came there for me, from 
Virginia, I fuppofe 800 miles, and paid king Blue Salt for 
me in rum, linnen, and a gun; but before he could take 
me out of the Creek nation, I efcaped and went to the N aut­
chee Indians, and got to live with their king, Jack, who 
employed me a few weeks. S. C. w:lS waiting this 
while in hopes to have me. Mr. Gaulfin, who lived on 
Savannah river, at Silver Bluff, and who was afterwards my 
mafter, traded in thefe parts among the Indians in deer !kins. 
He had a manager here, whofe name was John Miller. Mr. 
Miller knew king Jack, and agreed with him and S. C. as to 
the price Mr. Gaulfin was to pay for me. So I came away 
from king Jack, who gave me into the hands of John Miller. 
Now I mended deer !kins, and kept their horfes together, 
that they might not wander too far and be loft. I ue-:d alfo 
pnce a year to go down with the horfes, carrying deer {kins, 
to Mr. Gaulfins', at Silver Bluff. The diHance, I think, was 
400 miles, over five or fix rivers, which we crolfed in leather 
boatst; After three years, when I camcdown,I told Mr. Gaulfin, 
that I wifhed to live with him at Silver Bluff. He told 
me I fhould: fo he took me to wait upon him, and was very 
kind to me. I was with him about four years, I tkink, be­
fore I was married. Here I lived a bad life, and had no fe­
rious thoughts about my foul; but after my wife was de~ 
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livered of Olir fidl: child, a man of my own color, named 
Cyrus, who came from Charleftown, South Carolina, to 
Silver Bluff', told me one day in the woods, That if I lived 
fa, I thould never fee the face of God in glory (Whether he 
himfelf was a converted man or not, I do not know.) This 
'Was the firft thing that difturbed me, and gave me much 
concern. I thought then that I muft be Caved by prayer. I 
ufed to fay the Lord's prayer, that it might make be better, 
but I fea,red that I grew worfe; and I contim~ed worfe and 
worfe, as long as I thought I would do [vme thing to make 
me better; till at lail: it feemed as if there was no pollibility 
of relief, and that I muft go to hell. I faw myfelf a mafs of 
fin. I could not read, and had no fcriptures. I did not 
think of Adam and Eve's fin, hut I was fin. I felt my own 
plague; and I was fa overcome that I could not wait upon 
my mail:er. I told him I was ill. I felt myfelf at the difpofal 
of Sovereign mercy. At laft in prayer to God I began to 
think that he would deliver me, hut I did not know how. 
Soon aft;er I faw that I could npt be faved by any of my own do­
ings, but that it muft be 1.>y God's mercy-that my fins 
had crucified Chrift; and now the Lord took away my 
diftrefs. I was fure that the Lord took it away, becaufe I 
had fuch pleafure and joy in my foul, that no man could give 
me. Soon after I heard brother George Liele preach, who, 
as you both know, is at Kingfton in Jamaica"". I knew 
him ever fince he was a boy. l am older than he; I am about 
fifty. His fermon was very fuitable, on Come unto me all ye 
that labour, and are heavy leaden, and I will give you reJl. 
When it was ended, I went to him and told him I was fa; 
That I was weary and heavy laden, and that the grace of God 
had given me reft·. Jndeed his whole difcoudI: feemed for me. 
Afterwards brother Palmer, who was paftor at fame diftance 
fwm Silver Bluff, came and preached to a large congregation 
at a mill of Mr. Gaulfin's; he was a very powerful preacher ~ 
and as he was returning home Lord's-dayevening, I went 
with him two or three miles, and told him how it was with 
me. About this time more of my fellow-creatures began to 
feek the Lord. Afterwards Brother Palmer came atTa1n and . b 

wifhed us to beg Mafter to let him preach to us; and he 
had leave, and came frequently, There were eight of us 
now who had found the great blefiing and mercy from the 
Lord, and my wife was one ofthem, and brother J effe Gaulfin 
that you mention in the Hiftoryof us poor flaves, was anQ-

'" ~elil an account of him in the Regiiter, p. 3.32. 
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another *. Brother Palmer appointed a Saturday evening .te 
hear what the Lord had done for us, and the next day he 
baptized us in the Mill-ftream. Some time afterwards, when 
Brother George LieIe came again, and preached in a corn 
field, I had a great defire to pray with the people myfelf, 
but I was afhamed, and went to a fwamp and poured out 
my heart before the Lord. I then carne back to Brother 
George Liele, and told him my cafe. He faid, In the in­
tervals of fervice you fuould engage in prayer with the friends. 
At another time, when he was preaching, I felt the fame de­
fire, and after he had done, I began in prayer-it gave me 
great relief, and I went home with a defire for nothing eIfe 
but to talk to the brothers and fifters about the Lord. Bro­
ther Palmer formed us into a church, and gave us the Lord's 
fupper at Silver Bluff. Then I beO"an to exhort in the 
church, and learned to fing hymns. The firft I learned out 
of book was a hymn of that great writing manl Watts, which 
begins with "Thus faith the wifdom of the Lord." After~ 
wards the church advifed with Brother Palmer about my 
fpeaking to them, and keeping them together; I refufed, and 
felt I was unfit for all that, but Brother Palmer faid this word to 
me, « Take care that you don't offend the Lord." Then I 
thought that he knew beft, and I agreed that I would do as 
well as I could. So I was appointed to the office of an Elder 
and received inftruaion from Brother Palmer how to con­
dua myfelf. I proceeded in this way till the American war 
was coming on, when the Minifters were not allowed to 
come amongft us left they fhould furnifu us with too much 
knowledge. The Black people all around attended with us, 
and as Brother Palmer m~lft not come, I had the whole ma­
nagement, and ufed to preach amon,g them myfelf. Then I got 
a fpelling book and began to read. As Mafter was a great 
man, he kept a White fchool-mafter to teach the White 
children to read. I ufed to go to the little cnildren to teach 
Ple a, b, c. They would give me a leffon, which I tried to 
learn, and then I would go to them again, and afk them if 1 
was right? The reading fo ran in my mind, that I think I 
learned in my fleep as really as when I was awake; and I 
can now read the Bible, fo that what I have in my heart, I 
can fee again in the Scriptures. I continued preaching at 
Silver Bluff, till the church, conftituted with eight, en­
ereafed to thirty or more, and till the Britifu came to the city 
Savannah and took it. My Mafter was an Antiloyalift ; and 
being afraid, he now retired from home and left the Slaves 

.. The account to which he refers is in p. 336 of the Regifier. 
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behind. My wife and I, and the two children we then had, 
and 6.fty or more of my Mafrer's people, went to Ebenezer, 
about twenty miles from Savannah, where the King's forces 
were. The General fent us over the big Ogeechee river to 
Savages' Plantation, where the White people, who were 
Loyalifis, reported that I was planning to carry the Black 
people back again to their navery; and I was thrown into 
prifon, and laid there about a month, when Colonel Brown, 
belonging to the Britifh, took me out. I fraid fome time in 
Savannah, and at Yamacraw a little diftance from it, preach ... 
ing with brother George Liele. He and I worked together 
alfo a month or two: he ufed to plow, and I °to weed Indian­
corn. I aml my family went into Savannah, at the beginning 
of the fiege. A ball came through the roof of the ftable 
where we lived, and much fhattered it, which made us 
remove to Yamacraw, where we fheltered ourfelves under 
the floor of a houfe on the ground. Not long after the liege 
was raifed, I caught the fmall pox, in the fall of the year, 
and thought I fhould have died, nor could I do any more 
than jufr walk in the fpring. My wife ufed to wafh for 
General Clinton, and out of the little fhe got maintained us. 
I was then about a mile from Savannah, when the Americans 
were coming towards it a fecond time. I wifhed my wife to 
efcape, anti to take care of herfdf and of the children, and let 
me die there. She went: I had about two quarts of Indian 
corn, which I bailed ; I ate a little, and a dog came in and de­
youred the reft; but it pleafed God fome people who came 
along the road gave me a little rice: I grew better, and as the 
troops did not come fo near as was expeCted, I went into Sa­
vannah, where I met my family, and tarried there about two 
years, in a hut belonging to Lawyer Gibbons, where I kept a 
butcher's fraU. My wife had a brother, who was half an In­
dian by his mother's fide, and half a Negro. He fent us a 
freer, which I fold, and had now in all 13 dollars, and about 
three guineas befides, with which I defigned to pay our paf­
fage, and fet off for Charlefrown; but the Britifh light horfe 
came in, and took it all away. However as it was a good time 
for the fale of meat, I borrowed money from fome of the Black 
people to buy hogs, and foon re-paid them, and agreed for a 
paffage to Charleftown, where Major P. the Britifh com­
mander, was very kind to me. When the Englifh were 
going to evacuate Charleftown, they advifed me to go to Ha­
lifax, in Nova Scotia, and ~ ve the few Black people, and it 
may be as many as 500 Whi',e people, their paffage for no­
thing. We were 22 days on the paffage, and ufed very ill on 
board. When we came off Halifax, I got leave to go alhore. 
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On !hewing m'.' p3.p::rs to General Patterfon, he fent orders, 
&'Jy a Serjeant, for my wife and ~hildren t? follow me. This 
was before Chrifimas, and we fraid there till June; but as no 
way was open for meta preach to my own color, I got leave 
to go to Shelburne (150 miles, or more, I fuppofe, by fa), in 
the fuit of General Patterfon, leaving my wife and children 
for a while behind. Numbers of my own color were here, but 
I found the White people were againft me. I began to fing 
the firfi: night, in the woods, at a camp, for there were no 
houfes then built; they Were juft clearing and preparing to 
ereCt a town. The Black people came far and near, it was 
10 new to them: I kept on fa every night in the week, and 
appointed a meeting for the firft Lord's-day, in a valley be­
tween two hills, dole by the river; and a great number of 
White aRd Black people came, and I was fo overjoyed with 
having an opportunity once more of preaching the word of God, 
that after I had given out the hymn, I could not fpeak for 
tears. In the afternoon we met again, in the h'UIle place, and 
I had great liberty from the Lord. We had a meeting now 
every evening, and thofe poor creatures who had never heard 
the gofpel befure, liftened to me very attentively: but the 
White people, the juftices, and all, were in an uproar, and 
{aid that I might goout into the woods, for I fuould not ftay 
there. I ought to except one Vlhite man, who knew me at Sa­
vannah, and who faid I fuouldhave his lot to live upon as long 
as I would, and build a houfe if I pleafed. I then cut down 
poles, ftripped bark, and made a fmart hut, and the people 
came flocking to the preaching ~very evening for a month, as 
though they had come for theIr fupper. Then Governor 
Parr came from Halifax, brought my wife and children, gave 
me fix months provifions for myfamily, and a quarter of all 
acre of land to cultivate for our fubfiftence. It was a fpot 
where there was plenty of water, and which I had before fe­
cret!y wifhed for, as I knew it would be convenient for bap­
tizing at any time. The weather being fevere, and the grounq 
covered with fnow, we raifed a. platform of poles for the 
hearers to frand upon, but there was nothing over their 
heads. Continuing to attend, they defired to have a Meeting 
houl:: built. We had then a day of hearing what the Lord had 
<lone; and I and my v. iFe heard their experiences, and I re­
ceived four of my own color; brother Samp[on, brother 
John, fiiler Offee, and fitter Dinah; thefe all wear well, at 
Sierra Leone, except brother Sampfon, an excellent man, 
who di~d on his voyage to that place. The firft time I 
baptized here was a little before Chriftmas, in the creek which 
ran through my lot. I preached to a great number of people 
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on the oecaGon, who behaved very well. I now formed the 
church with us fix, and adminifl:ered the Lord's fupper in the 
Meeting-houfe before it was finifhed. They went on with 
the building, and weapp0inted a time every other week to 
hear experiences. A few mon~hs after I baptized nine more, 
and the congregation very much increafed. The worldly 
Blacks, as well as the members of the church, affifred in 
cutting timber in the woods, and in getting fhing!;;s; and we 
ufed to give a few coppers to buy nails. We were increafing 
all the winter, and baptized almofr every month, and admi­
ni.frered the Lord's fupper firfr of all once in two months; 
but the frame of the Meeting was not all up, nor had we co­
vered it with fhingles till about the middle of the Jammer, and 
then it had no pulpit, feats, nor flooring. About this time, 
Mr. William Taylor and his wife, two Baptlfrs, who came 
from London to Shelburn, heard of me. She came to my 
houfe when I was fo poor that I had no money to buy any po­
tatoes for feed, and was fo good as to give my children fome­
what, and me money enough to buy a bufhel of potatoes; 
which one produced thirty-five bufhels. The church was 
now grown to about fifty members. At this time a White 
perfon, William Holmes, who, with Deborah his wife, had 
been converted by reading the fcriptur:'!s, and lived at jones's 
Harbour, about twenty miles down the river, came up for 
me, and would have me go with him in his fchooner to his 
houfe. I went with him, firfr to his own houfe, and then 
to a town they called Liverpool, inhabited by White people. 
Many had been baptized there by Mr. Chippenham, of An­
napolis, in Nova Scotia. Mr. J dre Dexter preached to them, 
but was not their paftor. It is a mixed communion church. 
I preached there; the Chrifrians were all alive, and we had a 
little heaven together. We then returned to brother Holmes'S, 
and he and his wife Came up with me to Shelburn, and gave 
their experiences to the church on Thurfday, and were bap~ 
tized on Lord's-day. Their relations who lived in the 
~own were very angry; raifed a mob, and endeavoured to 
hinder their being baptized. Mrs. Holmes's fifl:er efpecially 
laid hold of her hair to keep her from going down into the 
water; but the jufrices commanded peace, and faid that fhe 
fhould be baptized, as fh~ herfelf defired it. Then they 
were all quiet. Soon after this the perfecution increafed, and 
became fo great, that it did not feern poffible to preach, and I 
thought! mufr leave Shelburn. Several of the Black people had 
houfes upon my lot; but forty or fifty difbanded foldiers were 
I=mployed, who came with the tackle;: of fhip~, and turned my 
dowelling houfe, and everyone of their houfc~1 quite over; and 
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the Meeting Rou(e they would have burned down, had not the 
ring-leader of the mob himfelf prevented it. But I continued 
preaching in it till they came one night, and fiood before the 
puJp:t, and fworehow they would tre~t meifI preached again. 
Rut I frayed and preached, and the next day they came and 
heat me with fticks, and drove me into a fwamp. I returned 
in the evening, and took my wifu and children over the river 
to Bircn tawil, where fame Black people were fettled, and 
there {eemeda greater profpeCl: of doing good than at Shelburn, 
I preached at Birch Town from the fall till about the middle of 
December, and was frequently hearing experiences, and bap­
tIzed about twenty thl' .. e. ThOle who defired to hear the 
word of Gcd, ir.vited me from houfe to houfe, and fo I 
preached. A little before Chriftm'ls, as my own color per­
fecuted me there, I fet off with my family, to return to Shel­
burn; and coming down the river the boat was frozen, but 
we took whip-faws and cut away the ice till we came to 
Shelburn. In my abfence the Meeting houfe was occupied by 
a fort of a tavern-keeper, who {aid, " The old Negro 
wanted to make a heaven of this place, but I'll make a hell of 
it." Then I preached in it as before, and as my houfe was 
pulled down, lived in it alfo. The people began to attend 
again, and in the fumm!:r there was a confiderable revival of 
religion. Now I went down abollt twenty miles to a place 
called Ragged Ifland, among fome White people, who de­
fired to hear the word. One White fifter was converted 
thero while I was preaching concerning the difciples, who 
left all and followed Chrift. She came up afLerwards, gave 
her experience to our church, and was baptized, and two 
Black fifters with her. Then her other fifter gav~ in her ex­
pericncel and joined us without Baptifm, to which ihe would 
have fubmltted, had not her family cruelly hindered her; but 
fuc was the only one in our fociety who was not baptized. 

By this time theChrifiians at St. John'S, about 200 miles 
from Shelburn, over the bay of Fundy, in NewBrunfwick, 
had heard of me, and wifhed me to vifit them. Patt of the 
firft Saturday I was there was fpent in hearing the experi­
ences 6f the Black people; four were approved, fome of 
whom had heen converted in Virginnia: a fortnight after I 
baptized them in the river, on the Lord's-day. Numerous 
fpeClators, White and Black, were prefent, who behaved 
very well. But on Monday many of the inhabitants made a 
difturballce, declaring that nobody tbould preach there again 
without a licence from the Governor. He lived at Frede­
rick town, about an hundred miles from thence up St. John's 
river. I went off in the pllckct to him. Colonel Allen, who 

know 
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.knew me in Charleftown, lived but a few miles from the 
Governor, and introduced me to him; upon which his fe­
cretary gave me a licence *. I returned then to St. John's, 
and preached again, and left brother Peter Richards to ex­
hort among them. He afterwards died on the paffage, jufl: 
going into Sierra Leone, and we buried him there. When 
I got back to Shelburn, I fent brother Sampfon Colbert, one 
of my Elders, to St. John's, to fray there. He was a loving 
brother, and the Lord had endowed him with great gifts.­
When the experiences of nine or ten had been related there, 
they fent for m.e to come and baptize them. I went by water 
to Halifax, and walked from thence to Haughton ab8ut 
80 miles from Annapolis, and not far from New Brunfwick. 
Thete is a large church at Haughton, I think the largefr in 
Nova Scotia. They are all Baptifts; Mr. Scott is th~ir 
minifter. We fpent one Sabbath together, and all day lon~ 
was a day to be remembered. When I was landing at St. 
John'S, fome of the people who intended to be haptized wen: 
to full of joy that they ran out from waiting at table on their 
mafters, with the knives and forkS in their hands, to meet 
me at the water fide. This fecond time of my being at St. 
John'S I ftaid preaching about a fortnight, and baptized ten 
people. Our going down into the water feemed to be a 
pleafing fight to the whole town, White people and Black. 
I had now to go to Frederick Town again, from whence I 
obtained the licence before; for one of our br~thren had been 
there, and heard the experiences ot: three of the people, and 
they fent to me, intreating that I would not return until I 
had been and baptized them. Two brethren took me to 
Frederick Town in a boat. I baptized on the Lord's-day, 
about 12 o'clock: a great number of people attended. The 
Governor faid he was forry that he could not come down to 
fee it; but he had a great deal of company that day, which 
alfo hindered one of his fervants from being baptized. I 
came back to St. John'S, and home to Shelburn. Then I 
was fent for to Prefton, it may be four miles from Halifax, 
over againft it, on the other fide of the rive,r. Five con­
verted perfons who lived there, defued to be baptized and 
join the church. I baptized th<:m, and adminitlercd the 
Lord's {upper to them at Prefton, and left brother Hector 
Peters, one of my Elders, with them, In returning to 

'" Secretary's Office, Frederick-town, 
17 t l. J"9, I 79 z• 

I do hereby certify, that David Georp;e, a free Negro man, has 
permision from his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to in1truc'l the 
best pet>ple in the knowledge, and exhort them to the practice of, 
the ChristianreJigion. Jo:<. Onu.L, Sec"'tary. 

Shelburn, 
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Shelburn, with about 30 paifengers, we were blown off into 
the. fea, and loft our courfe. I had no blanket to cover me, 
and got froft-bitten in both my legs up to my knees, and 
was fo ill when J came towards land, that I could not walk. 
The church met me at the river fide, and carried me home. 
Afterwards, when I could walk a little, I wanted to fpeak 
of the Lord's goodnefs, and the brethren made a wooden 
fledO'e, and dr~w me to Meeting. In the fpring of the 
yea:"I could walk again, but have never been thong fince. 

The next fall, Agent (afterwards Governor) Clarkfon 
c?.me to Halifax, about fettling the new colony at Sierra 
Leone. The White people in N ova Scotia were very un­
willinO' that we fhould go, though they had been very cruel 

b d J f ' to us, an treate(J many 0 us as baa as tnough we had been 
flaves *. They attempted to perfuade us that if we went 
away we fhould be made flaves again. The brethren and 
fiRers all round at St. John'S, Halifax, and other places, Mr. 
\Vefley's people and all, cOJlfuited what W:lS bell: to do, and 
fent in their names to me, to give to Mr. Clarkfon, and I 
\V:lS to tell him thJt they were willing to go. I carried him 
their names, and he appointed to meet us at Birch Town the 
next day. We gathered together there, in the Meeting­
hot!fe of brother MoCes, a blind man, one of .Mr. Weiley's 
preachers. Then the Governor read the proclamation, 
which cO:1taincd whz,t was ofF.::red, in cafe we h:,d a mind 
willingly to go, and the grcatdt part of tiS were pleafed and 
2.czreed to go. We appointed a day over at Shelburn, when 
the names were to be given to the Governor. Almott all the 
Baprii1:s went, except a few of the fitters whore huiliands 
were inclined to go back to New York; and fifter Lizze, a 
Quebec Indian, and brother Lewis, her hufband, who was 
an half Indian, both of whom were converted under my 
miniflrj', and had been baptized by me. There are a few 
fcamred Baptifts yet at Shelburn, St. John'S, Jones'::; Har­
bour, :md Ragged Wand, befide the congregations at the 
other places I mentioned before. The meeting-houfe lot, 
and all our land at Shelburn, it may be half an acre) was fold 
to merchant Black for about 7J. 

We departed and calL:d at Liverpool, a place I mentioned 
b~forc. 1 preached a farewel [ermon then:; I longed to do 
it. Before I ltft the town, Major Coilins, who with his 
wife ufed to hear me at this place, was very kind to me, amI 
~ave me fome faIted herrings, which were very acceptable 

'" This Governor Clarkfon alfo has confirmed to the EDITOa. 

all 
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all the way to Sierra Leone. We failed fcom Liverpool to 
Halifax, where we tarried three or four weeks, and I 
preached from houfe to houfe, and my farewel fermon in 
Mr. Marchington's Methodifr Meeting-houfe. There is 
alfo a Mr. William Black, at Halifax, a fmart preacher, one 
of Mr. Welley's, who baptizes thofe Chrifrians who defuc it 
by immt:rfion t. 

Our pa/Tage from Halifax to Sierra Leone was feven 
weeks, in which we had very frormy weather. Several per­
fons died on the voyage, of a catching fever, among whom 
were three of my Elders, Sampfon Colwell, a loving man, 
Peter Richards, and John Williams. 

There was great joy to fee the land. The high mountain> 
at fome difrance from Free-town, where we now live, ap­
peared like a cloud to us. I preached the firfr Lord's day, 
it was a bleiIed time, under a {,ii, and fo I did t()r feverd weeks 
afLer. \Ve then eret"ted a hovel fo!" a Meeting-houfe, v ... hich 
is made of pofrs put into tHe ground, and poles over our 
heads, ,vhich are covered with graf.~. 'Vhil~ I was preach­
ing under the fails, iiHers Patty Webb and Lucy Lawrence 
were converted, and they, with old filter Peggy, brother 
Bill Taylor, and brother Sampion Haywood, three who ,"-,,"ere 
awakened before they came this voyage, have fince been 
baptized in the river. 

On the voyage f[om Halifax to Sierra Leone, I aiked the 
Governor if I might not hereafter go to England? and {elme 
time after we arrived there, I told him I wiihed to fee the 
Baptifr brethren who live in his country. He was a very kind 
man to me and to every body; he is v~ry ti-ee and goed na­
tured, and ufed to come to hear me preach, and would fome­
times fit down at our private meetings; and he liked that I 
fhould call my lafr child by his name. And I fent to 1\1r. 
Henry Thornton, 0 what a ble/Ted man is tha~! he is brother, 
father', every thing. ae ordered me five guineas, and I had 
leave to come over. When I came away from Sierra Leone, 
I preached a farewel fermon to the church, and encouraged 
them to look to the Lord, and fubmi t to one another, and rc­
~ard what is faid to them by my three Elders, brethren Heelor 
reters, and John Colbert, who are two exhorters, and bro­
ther John Ramfey. 

t Baptifm by immerflon, in an occaflOnal way, not only o;,tain, in 
Mr. Weil,,),'s connexions, as above, but alfo in fome of the'Vea buill 
iQarids, as well as in Kentuckey, and other part; of North America; :!nll 
it,;s fad tv be done, "\'~n under the- pei'milllon of Dr. Coke !lImfeif. 

EDITOR. 

A FEW, 



48+ ACCOUNT OF MR. DAVID GEORGE. 

A FEW, from NUMEROUS, TESTIMONIALS to the CHA­

RACTER of Mr. DA VrD GEORGE. 

Shelburn, NO'Va Scotia, 00.22, li90. 
I HAVE known the bearer, Mr, David George, above five 

years in this fettlement, and know that he hath conduaed him­
felf like a good chrill:ian; and he is a very induilrious good ci-
tizen. Gso. WHITE, J11fIiceof Peace. 

THESE are to certify, that David George, a Baptill: preacher, 
is an inhabitant of the town of Shelburn, and province of Nova 
Scotia; That he bears a good charaaer, is charitable, faber, 
honelt, :lnd induihious, and is entitled to the attention of all 
well-di~")ofed people. Witnefs my hand this fecond day of De-
cember, 1791. STEPHEN SKINNER, 

Agent for the DijlriEi of Shelburn. 

Slip rork, Sierra Leone, loth Dec. 1792. 
My. Dfar Friend!, 

I BEG leave to recommend to your brotherly love and Chrifri­
an kindnefs, the bearer of this letter, Mr. David George, as a 
lincere Chriftian, and an humble, diligent, and faithful minifter 
of the word of God, which has ever been blelfed from his lips, 
as it has always been exemplified in his converfation. He is 
conneCted with Chriftians of the Baptift profefiion, but his heart 
embraces) with ingenllous love, all who love Gpd and our Sa­
.iour Jefus Chrift. His intention, in vifiting England, is to fee 
;md converfe with Chriftians of all denominations, and particu­
larly to acquaint himfelf with the Baptift miniliers; hoping by 
thefe means to increafe in Chrifi:ian knowledge, and to be frill 
better qualified for adminiftering the word of God. I earneftly 
requeft you, for Chrift's fake, to ihew him all kind offices, par­
ticularly to introduce him to the moll humble, pious, experi­
enced Chriftians of your acquaintance; not much among thofe 
who move in the circle of faihionable chriftianity. I remain, 
your affeB:ionate Friend and fervant, 

To REV. JOHN NewroN, 
REV. RICH. CECIL, 

REV. HENlty FOSTER, 
REV. J\h. SCOTT. 

MELVILL HORNE-

GOVERNOR Clarkfon, in the moil: unreferved manner, af­
fllr<!u me that he elleemed David George as his brother, and 
that he believes him to be the beft man, without exception, in 
the colony at Sierra Leone. EDITOR. 

" ".\< Re,". M ... Melvill Horne. was curate to Mr. Fletcher of Medley, and 
IS IlUW the much-Iuved cfficlatlng clcrgym ... n at Sierra Leone. 

ADITOA. 



MINUTES OF THE 

PARtICULAR BAPTIST SOCIETY 

FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL 

AMONG THE HEATHEN. 

[ Continued from pa~ 378 ofthe Regifter. } 

AT the Meeting at Northampton, Nov. 13, 1792, the­
Committee was informed, that Mr. John 'Th!J1Tlas (a Baptift 
minifter, who for a few years p~ft has been learning the Ben­
galefe language; and preaching to the natives), was then in 
London, and that he much wilhed, by a fubfcription, to re­
turn to his work, and to take fome fellow-labourer with him. 
The Committee then agreed to make isquiry into Mr. 
~h01fl(JSI5 charaCter; principhs, &c. 

Another Committee Meeting was called, and held at 
Kettering, Jan. 9, 1793. The Committee Reported, as the 
rcfult of the inqui;y concerning Mr. JlJhn 'ThOmt1S'S cha­
ratter, principles, Olc. That they had received a fJtisfaCtory 
account of him; After all the information that could be ob­
tained on Mr. 'Thomas's late labours in India were communi­
cated, it was then Refolved, That there appears to be an 
open ooor for preaching the gofpel to the Hindoos.-That, 
from what we have heardof the charaCter, principles, abilities, 
and fuccefs of Mr. 'Thomt1s, an union with him in this im­
portant bufinefs is defirable; and That fhould Mr. '['hamar ac­
cede to the propofal, the Committee will endeavour to pro­
vide him a companion. 

On the evening of the fame day Mr. Cfhomas arrived, 
cheerfully accepted the invitation, and,after much interefting 
converfution on the buJinefs, agreed to go out in the fpring. 
Mr. Carey, of Leicefter, who was prefent, at the fume time, 
€ngaged to go with him. 

After a moft ferious, folemn, and aff'eCl:ionate meeting, at­
tending with failing and prayer to Almighty God, the two 
brethren above-mentioned, having agreed to go out together. 
the Committee engaged to pay every poffible attention t() 
their temporal accommodation, and that of their families; in 
which they hope the friends of the undertaking will generoufiy 
~fiift them. 

1 i 
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ELDER NATHANIEL GREEN, 

JAMES WIGHTMAN, 
ELIAKIM MARSHALL, 

EBENEZER JONES, 
ASA HUNT, 

Middleborough, Maffachufetts, Nov. 25, 1791. 
DEATHS among the Baptifi minifiers in our land, as 

well as in your's, have been, I think, the mofi nUInerous we 
have ever known. Elder Nathanitl Green, of Charlton, 
aged about 70, died in March. He was a faithful, and very 
fuccefsful minifier of Chrifi for many years. Elder 1amts 
Wightman, of the old Baptifi church in North Kingfion, died 
Coon after him. He was efieemed a pious and ufeful man, al­
thOligh in a church which holds general redemption. Elder 
Eliakim ~Iarjhall, of Windfor, in Conneaicut, died in 
June. He had often been a member of their legifiature in 
Conneaicut, and became :l Baptifi, and pafior of a church 
there, about four or five years ago. He was much efieemed 
in thofe parts. Soon after the death of our dear friend Pre­
fidentilIanning, died Mr. Ebmezer Jones, who was the firfr 
pafior of our third Baptifi church in Middleborough, where 
he was ordained, oa. 28, 1761. And a glorious revival * 
of religion was granted under his minifiry in 1762, which 
extended its bleffings into other focieties and denominations; 
but unhappy contentions the next year, caufed his removal 
from his people. He was afterwards ufeful, labouring for 
fome time in Rehoboth, and about eleven years ago he re­
moved to Steventon, on the edge of the county of Albany, 
and laboured in thofe parts till his death, being ever efieemed 
as a pious man, and a ufeful preacher. His fucceffor in Mid­
dleborough, Mr. AJa Hunt, was ordained there, oa. 30, 
1771, who, though he had been of low circum fiances in the 
world) by his intelle6l:ual powers, clear knowledge of the 
gofpel falvation, and 1kill in preaching of it, with his un­
common {uccefs, was raifed to high honour among our 

... See fome remarkable circumftances attending this revival iJl Mr: 
ia~kus's Church Hiftory of New Elll:land. Vol. II. p. S33' 

El>tTolb 
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churches. His journey into Virginia opened the way for 
our correfpondence with the €hurches in that flate. His 
eldeft 10n took his degree at our college at Providence, the 
7th of September paft. But as the fon was very ill, his fa­
ther went home and fetched his wife to look after him,. but 
both of the parents were foon feized with the fame difeafe. 
which was the dyfentery; and elder Hunt died with it, at 
Providence, the 20th of Sept. in the 4-8th year of his age. 

o that we may all hear tbe voice which fays, Be ye olfo 
ready. I parted from brother Manning on June 8th, and 
from brother Hunt on Sept. 9th, with as little thought that 
we were then taking our laft farewel for time, as on any 
other parting ever fince I knew them. It looked much mOre 
likely thatI fuould have been called into eternity than either 
of them, the !aft of whom was born but about two years be­
fore I was called to preach the gofpel. But they are gone, 
and my ftrength has b~en fo far renewed this fall, that I have 
travelled between three and four hundred miles, and attended 
a conference between the Committees of Stonnington and 
Groton Afiociations, in which the evil of receiving cenfured 
members from our churches was opened, and meafures taken 
to reCtify fuch diforclers. And at our conference all the 
Groton minifters, but one, difcovered a fenfe of the evil of 
fuch conduCt, and a defire for the future to aCt by the rule::; 
of God's word. 

A crlorious profpeCt of the reign of Chrift, and his faints, 
now ~pens in our country, where deceit and cruelty have 
been carried to an amazing hdght, under the name of religion 
and government. 

Mr. DANIEL ROGERS* of Newport, Rhode liland. 

[ Extrac1ed from the Providence Gazette. 1 

Newport, Sept. 3, 1792. 
ON Friday morning laft, this town fuftained a very heavy 

10fs, by the death of Mr. Daniel Rogers, in the 40th year of 
hi. age. 

As a merchant and man of bufinefs, enterprife, induftry, 
and punauality marked his conduCt; in his temper and dif~ 
pofition he was humane and benevolent; and in his manners, 
affable and polite. As a hufband, father, friend, and mailer, 
few perhaps excelled him. Thefe virtues (oon gained him 
general e.fl:eem, and induced the freemen of the town, in 

". l!rother of Dr. Willi~m. R.ogers, o( the Vllivorflty of Philaaelphia. 
I. i. 2 April 
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Aprillaft, to call him forth for one of their reprefentatives to 
the General Affembly; and at their late choice, to re-eled: 
him to fit in the enfuinO" OCl:ober feftions. 

The anxiety and co~cern for hiS recovery, apparent on 
every countenance, during a long anti fevere illnefs, demon­
ftrated the fenab lity of his fellow-citizens, and the part they 
fhared in his fufferings; as did the great number of all ranks 
and denominations, paying the Jaft. t~ibuteto his memory, by 
their attendance at his funeral, on ye!terday evening, diCc~)V1U 
how fincerely they lament his exit. 

Mr. BEEBY WALLIS. 

A Deacon of the Church at Kettering. 

SO far as education and parental example could influence. 
our deceafed friend might be faid to have known the Holy 
Scriptures from a child. His family, for generations pafr, 
have walked in the ways of piety. His great grandfather, Mr. 
William Wallis, was the founder, and firfr rninifrer of the 
Church at Kettering. He founded it in 1696. His grand­
father, Mr. Thomas Wallis, fucceeded in the fume office. It 
was in his time that the late Dr. Gill, and the late Mr. Brint, 
were both called to the minifrry. He died in 172.6. His fa­
ther, Mr. William 1Vallis, though not a minifter, as his pre­
deceff'ors had been, was a very refpe&ble member of the 
fame community. When he died, which was in 1757, hiJ 
fon, our deceafed friend, was but twenty-two years of age.­
From his earliefr years he was under {hong conviCtions of the 
~uthand importance of religion: but the ino~ remarkable im .. 
preffion of this fort was made at the death ofhJS father. It was 
then, as he faid, that he went and prayed to God, and thought 
within himfe!f, " 0 that I had but an interefr in Chrifr! and 
felt all the world, and all its enjoyments, to be mere vanity 
without it." 

At the time of his father's death, he had a brother, Mr •. 
Joftph Wallis, abo~t tw.elve years of age. The amiable p!ety 
of that yo\.ing man IS fald to have appeared at an early period, 
but to the great grief of his friends, efpecially of his brother, 
he was carried off by the fmall~pox, in the nineteenth year of 
his age. 

In the year 1763, at the age of twenty-eight, Mr. Wlillis 
became a member of the fame Chriftian communityin which his. 
predeceff'ors had lived and died. About five years after, he wa~ 

chofen 
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~horen to the office of a Deacon; an office whi<!h he lilted 
with honour and fatisfaCtion for twenty-four years. It was a 
great bleffing to the church, efpecially when, foe the fpace of 
five years, they were defritute of a minifrer, that he was in­
vefred wLh this office, and was then in the prime of life, and 
uCefulnefs. It will long be remembered with what meek­
nefs of wiCdom he prefided in the Church during that uncom­
fortable interval; and how, notwithftanding ~ the difadvan. 
tages of fuch a fituation, they were not only preferved in. 
peace, but gradually increafed, till a minifter was Cett1ed 
amongft them. 

God endued him with a found underftanding, and a folid 
judgment. His knowledge was exteniive, and his obf(;_"\ra­
tions on men and things, ripened by lrmg experience, were 
ju!l: and accurate. He had a quick f~nfe of right and wrong, 
of propriety and impropriety, which reudered his counCel of 
great efteem in cafi!S of difficulty. To this wa<; added a 
(pirit of aElivitJ. Though during the greater part of his life 
he was out of trade, yl!t his head and 'lands were always full 
with the concerns of others, either thoCe of private Individuals, 
with which he was entrufted, or matters of public utility. HI) 
would rife by five in the morning in fu,:-uner, a:;d be as dili­
gentall the day as ifhe had had his bread to obtain by the fweat 
ofllis brow. 

But perhaps one of the mofr prominent features of his cha­
raaer was JinceritJ, or integrity of heart. This was a temper 
of mind that ran through ail his concerns. In a caufe of 
righteoufnefs he poffe{[ed a fevel ~ty which rendered it almoft 
impGI1).ble for treachery to ftand before him •. He was pru­
dent, but his prudence never degenerated into low policy, or 
any thing that deferved the na.me of fubtilty. If moti ve[; of 
mere prudence were propoted to him, he would hditatc, nor 
would he accede till he had thought whether the meafure was 
right. Ifhe could but fati»fy himfelf on that head, he wouid be 
regardlcf<; of confequences, or of popular opinion. Even in 
his contributions one might perceive his love of righte::JUfnefs. 
Though an reconomift from principle, he had nothing of the 
niggard; only convince him that a caufe was right (<lad that 
was eafily done if it was fo) and he would engage in it -,vith 
all his heart, nor think much of any expenc;:!. "I wi .. b to do 
what is right," he wou,ld fay, " and leave c0nfequences."_ 

He was a ftanding example of thefalfchood of that Cyfr"l~, 
which teaches, that "Flattery is eff'emial to politenef;,." If 
to behave in euch a manner as to gain the the efteem of all de­
fcriptions of men be politenels, he was polite; yet he ha'[cd 
flattery. He would neither flatter, nor be flattered by others. 

Ii 3 . Tae 
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The true fecret by which he obt<>.ir:ed dl:eem was an unaf­
feCled modefry, mingled with kindnefs and goodnefs. 

Hc: pofieffed a peculiar decijivmefi of c.iaraCl:er. His judg­
ment was generally formed with flow deliberation; but having; 
once made up his mind, it was not eafi.ly altered. He was 
decifive in the principles he embraced. He held none of them 
with a loofe hand. He obfer"led to Mr. Fuller, his pail-or, a few 
weeks before he d;ed, when mentior.i:1g what he conceived to 
have been his great defeCl in religic':->, That it was not a 
waveri~g difpofition. 4:' I have not," faid he, '" bet>n tofi".!d about 
with every wind of doClrine." He has fometimes ingenuoufly 
confcffed, Thathe thought himfelf more in danger of erring by a 
prejudiced attachment to received principles, than by the con­
trary. He was equally d<!cifive in matters of prallice. He 
fcarcely ever went about a matter with indifference. \Vhat 
his hand found him to do, he did it with his might. Having 
formed his judgment that fuch a matter was right, he would 
purfue it with indefatigable indull:ry, patience, and perfe­
verance; he would wade through difficulties that would have 
difcouraged moil: men, nor was he ever fatisfied until he had 
accomplifhed his end. 

There arc few men that have pofTefTed a greater degree of 
genuine humility. It is often feell, where perfons of affluence 
unite with a Chriil:iancommunity, they confider thcmfclves as 
doing great honour to it, and expeCl great homage in return; 
but this everyone that knew him can bear witnefs, was not 
his fpirit. It was not natural to him to afTume the airs of a 
Diotrephes, or to avail himf'!:lf of the influence which his cir­
cumfr3.1:ces and fituation affcrded him, to lord it over God's 
heritage. He was fometimes warm and fanguine, but that 
was not frequent, and never, but when he confide,ed himfdf 
as enQ"3o-ed in the caufe of truth and righteoufilefs. 

Too this may be added, there was a vein of ferious godlineJs 
that ran through his life. It is true, he waS ofeen dcjeCled 
in his own mind, lell: he ihould be found wanting at lail:; fo 
much fo, as to gi ve confiderable pain to his friends. "There is 
fumething in religion;" he would fay, " with which I fear I 
have been all my life unacquainted." This deje8:ion was to 
be attributed, in a great de~ree, to conftitution. There are 
few charaClers that have difcovered a greater fear of God, a 
greater aC9.uiefcence in the way of falvation, thr~ug~ a c:u­
cified SaviOur, or a greater cuncern to fpend ltfe III domg 
f;ood. That which would have hurt the pride of many a rich 
man, mmely, to unite with the poor and the illiterate as his 
brethren, was no mortification to him: on the contrary, he 

has 
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has lately faid, " I reckon it the greateft honor of my life t& 
have been employed in promoting the intereft of Chrift." 

About a week before he died, he requefted that a few of 
of his chriftian friends might come and f::e him, and pray 
with him. Five of them went, according to his defire.­
\Vhen there, he told them, " He did not willi them to pray 
for his life; he confidered it as the will of God that he thould 
die j" and added, " his will be done! But pray," faid he, 
"thatifthere are any fins of which I havebeen guilty, and have 
not yet repented j any fins for which God hath any contro­
verfy with me, that he would give me a proper fenfe of them 
before I die; and that I might enjoy the light of his 
countenance in death." They were all exceedingly affefred. 
After praying with him about an hour, he gathered up what 
little ftrength he had, and addreffed himfelf to them in a kind 
CIlf folemn farewd. He reminded them of the difficulties 
they had been brought through, as a church; expreffed his fa­
tisfaetion in leaving them in fuch comfortable circumfrances; 
recommended them to love one another, and folemnly com­
mended them to the bleffing of God! A tender parting! 
never to be forgotten! He would have invited others of his 
friends, whom he equally loved, but his ftrength began to 
fail him; and in a few days, after a long feries of afHiCl:ions, 
which he bore with great patience, calmneiS, and refignation 
to God, he fell afieep, on April 2, 1792. His funeral fer. 
mC'n, on Rev. xiv. 13, was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Andrew Fuller, in the Independent Meeting-houfe, at Ket­
tering, as the Baptift Meeting-houfe was confidered too 
(mall to contain the great number of people who attended on 
the occafion. His grandfather'S funeral fermoll is faid to have 
been preaohed in the fqme place. 

The Rev, JOSEPH CLAYTON, StC\'ellton. 

. THE ~ev. .Jofeph Clayton ~a~ horq at Gamlingar~ 
Ul Cambndgethlre, oq Feb. 3. It IS fuppofed, 1710. His 
parents were Church people for a while, but at lenath his 
mother became a member of a Difienting Society. Hi~ father 
dying while he was an infant, he was brought up to the oc­
cupation of hufbandry, and, when fit for the ftation, m!l,naged 
his uncle's bufinefs at Toft, in the aforefaid county. While 
he lived there, he was much attached to the eftablifhed fornis 
of relig~on; and fuch was ~is ignorance, that he thought if 
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could but touch the parCon's gown, it would Come way or 
(Jthe: br" advantagecu8 to him. At this time he was notori­
cufly wi:kcd, a!,d hav-ing a rooted enmity to the people of 
Ged, he determined to {hopt into the cc:;g;egation atGa'll­
lingay-he loaded and cocked his pi.;ce, bilt at the infiant he 
w"s going to execute his defign, a paffitge of Ccripture ru{hed 
into his mind, and prevented the horrid deed, About this 
time, it is apprehended, he began to rdleCl: on his dreadful 
condition. for he foon reformed, and appeared to be very fe­
T\OUS. Now he left the efiabliihed worihip; attended the 
minifiry of Mr. Harper at Cambridge, and afterwards joined 
himfe1f to the Baptifi church in t.hat pl~ce. At the time he 
rel"J;ed his exp;:rience, a gentlewoman) who was riding by in 
her caniage, feeing people go into the Meeting-houfe, had 
the curioftty to alight, and to go in after them, that {he 
might fee and hear what {he eo.uId. She heard to purpofe.­
Mr. C.'s account il:nick her to the heart) and, it is faid, be­
came the means of her faving converfioll. How long he was. 
a member, before this church called him to the work of the 
minifiry, is not faid, but he was probably rent out in 1735, as 
his licence for preaching bears date that year. This licence he 
~lways c;;rried with him. He ufed to fay, That he never 
fie}?t but once in all his life, while he was at public worfuip~ 
ana th~t in his yovth; and for many years after) no perf on. 
could eafily offeDd or affright him. Burwell and Catlidge, 
the fon::er abollt fOUf miIc~ ,veil: from Newmarket, and the 
other not much farther off on the eafi, enjoyed his occafional 
labours for a conflderable time; and with thefe, other places 
I!light be mentioned l particularly Ramfey, a market town on 
the edge of the Fen, in Huntingdonfhire, where he preached 
ff>ur years. In this market tcwn~ a fi-;:k 'woman, who be­
longed to the efiablifued church, during an afHiCl:ion in which 
there feemed to be a divine change wrought in her foul, fent 
for him, and after h<\ving freely convcrfed with him, defired 
that he would preach her funeral f.::rmon. The circum­
france of a Church-woman's funeral feImon to be preached by 
a DiRentcr, brought many together to hear what would pc. faid 
of her. Mr. C. believed that !he died in faith, and therefore 
when he czme to (peak of her, he ufed words which at the fame 
time afioni!hed and plcafed the auditory. ~'As to the deceafed," 
raid h', " 1 believe {he died a feriOl~s perron, and I have no 
doubt bu~ !he is gone to heaven, thougl( a Church-woman; and 
~ b"el\cv~ that no?e but tru: Church peop~e will go there."-
TIS plam enceS'1 that the pre~,t:hcr certarnly mean~, that all 

fcod n:.e:1 wculd be Lwei; tl!t Ir:any of the unm£huCl:eJ 
tcwns people, before this, tl:ough~th;:t tl:c Difient~rs believed 

tha~ 
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that none were to go to heaven but thofe of their owa 
denomination. In the fpring of 1750, Mr. Clayton fuft 
went to preach to the church at Steventon, into full commu­
nion with which he was received on the 4th of December 
following. The next year he became their paftor, being 
ordained June 5, 1751. Mr. Simp/on preached on the occa­
non. Here the people were neither numerous nor rich, con­
fequently his income was fmall; yet, being polfelfed of an 
eminent {bare of reconomy and frugality, he provided things 
honeft and honourable in the fight of all men. His little 
cottage and finall garden were fingularIy neat, and exhibited 
to every fpefutor an emblem of the fimplicity, ingenuity, and 
induflry of their owner. He was remarkable for being in good 
time at flated and occafional fervices. When any thing was 
wrong among his friel1ds, he ufed to go from houfe to hour~ 
a,.dminiflering reproof, ~d if occafion required, he did it 
fuarply; but avoiding fournefs, and mingling affeCtion with his 
melfage, it was but very feldom that any of them took offence. 

Being in company one day with a neighbouring minifter 
who had an invitation to go from the COUlltry to a church in 
London, and the converfation ~ning on that fubjea, his 
neighbour faid to him, " Brother Claytm, I fee my call ex­
ceeding clear to leave B-, and go to London." Me. 
C. replied, " Ah, BrQther, London is a fine place, and as it 
is to go there, you can hear 'Jery quick; but if God had called you 
to go to poor Cranfield, he might have called long enough,I fear, 
before you would have heard him." lie was very fond of Dr. 
Gill,and the ~or was .. ery fondofhim, and free with him. A 
mifunderftanding havin'l" taken place ip. one of the Bedford­
fuire churches, a few miles from Steventon, Mr. G---y, going 
nom LondoQ. ~ the very place, was defired to inquire into 
the merits of it. Mr. C. thouO'ht thisgentleman not fuffi­
dently impartial, and when he faw the DoCtor in town, faid 
to him, " pottor, the next time you fend a man into the 
cQuntry to re~tle difputes, fend him wi~hboth his ears open." 
Another year, when Mr. C. went to London, Dr. Gill hav­
ing previolJily heard that his old friel'\d had been expoundins 
the Revelations, faid to him, " Brother Clayton, what hayc 
you been about? They tell me, that you have been expound­
mg the Revelations: a man who enters upon thii.t work 
fuould firft have all acquaintance with hifiorr, the proph~tical 
fcriptures in general, and many other thIngS." "Why, 
Dottor," laid Mr. C. " I did as well as I could, and you 
can't do any better." Mr. C. on his retura back to his 
friends, frequently mentiond converf.ttions of this fort, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps hence it is {aid, in BerlfordIhire, that Dr. Gitl 
laughed more heartily that part of the year when Mr. Clayton 
was in town, than he did aU the year ~elides. The truth 
feems to be, as a worthy Brother has weIJ expreffed it, Mr. 
c.'s piety on the one hand, and his cheerfulnefs of fpirit on 
the other, enlivened the fociety 0f his friends, and enfured 
the refpect of all who knew him. No man,it is believed, was 
more fenfible than Mr. C. of the inferiority of his abilities to 
thofe of many of his brethren; but ill his own way, he ufed to 
fay, " Though I am not a good expreffer, I am, Heffed be 
God, as hearty a well-wilber to fouls as anyone." 

For fe-veral years before his death, he was frequentlyaffifl:ed 
jn the work of the Lord's-day by one or other of the two or 
three gifted brethren in the church. Mr. Gamhy, who was 
ordained at Southill, in BedfordIhire,July 19, 1787~ and Mr. 
John Whitney, who was orddined over a newly raiLd Baptiil: 
church at Winwick, Dec. 9, 1789, now meeting at Great 
Gidding, in Huntingdonfhire, were both members of the 
church under Mr. C. and by him called to the minifl:ry; as 
was alfo Mr. James Pratt, who affifl:ed Mr. C. cont1antly ill 
the latter part of his life. It is faid. he is acceptable and ufe­
ful among the people, and will probJbly fucceed Mr, C. ill 
the pafl:oral office. 

The trials of this good old fervant of Chrifi: were, in one 
part of his life, very great, and fome of them of a kind fo 
very peculiar, that had it not been for his natural cheerfuinefs, 
crowned with the grace of God, he could not have borne up 
under them. His lail: afHiClion was not long, but it was 
fevere. It was brought on by an inflammation in his bowels. 
During his illncfs, he faid but little; indeed he was foon too 
weak for much converfation, but he bore his pain with great 
Chriil:ian refignati:m. He was often happy in his mind, and 
indulged with the hope and comfort of that gofpel, which he 
had fo long preached in the pulpit, and adorned for above 55 
yearo, with an exemplary, moral, Clnd evangelical deport­
ment. 

Years fince, he had fixed on PfaIm cxxvi. 5 and 6, as his 
funeral text. rhey that (ow in tears jhall reap in j!JY. He that 
(Foeth forth and weepeth, hem-ing precious feed, /hall douht/eft 
~onll: again with rejoicing, bringing his jheaves with him. But 
the lail: year of his life, thinking on many friends, in different 
plac~s, who were gone to heaven before him, and hoping to be 
foon with them himfelf, thefe words, to ufe his own phrafe, 
founded much in his mind; And fo jhall we be ever with the 
L".d. J Then: iv. 17. He defiredMr. Pratt to preach from 

them 
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them at his funeral. Tllis good old difciple died Sept. 10» 
1790, above 80 years of age. Mr. Pratt fulfilled his re­
qu~ii. The members of the church carried him to the arave 
and the principal friends of the congregation held u~p th; 
pall*. 

Mr. JOHN HARWOOD. 

A Deacon of the Church at Birmingham. 

ON the 29th of April, 1792, died Mr. 10hn Harwood, 
originally a member of the Baptift church, in Grafton-fueet, 
London; and h om thence difmifTed, about J 4 years ago, to the 
church in Cannon-ftreet, Birmingham. Here he had not 
long been a member before his pious attivity, in promoting 
the good of the Society, induced them to eletl: him a Deacon 
of the church; which office he fuftained with diftinguiilied re­
putation and ufefulnefs, till incapacitated by the illnefs which 
terminated in his death. 

As his religion was a matter of choice, fo the profeffion 
of it he efteemed his honour: he had fortitude to avow and 
defi!nd it, on every proper occafion, and to reprove lin 
wherever, and in whomfoever, he difcovered it. Like the 
holy Pfalmift, he was ready to declare the teftimonies of 
God before kings, and not be ailiamed. 

Towards the clofe of his life, he relided chiefly at Mofe­
ly, a village at a fmaU diftance from Birmingham; and 
feeling a defire that his neighbours might become acquainted 
with that Gofpel, whofe iaJutary influence he had himfelf 
experienced; he procured a licence for his houfe, and opened 
it for public preaching, as often as an evangelical minifter 
could be obtained. On thefe occafions, he would, as long 
as he was ahle, walk round the village, and invite the in­
habitants, rich and poor, to attend. Nor was he long with­
out receiving an adequate reward for his labours of love. 
He lived to fee two of the villagers, ~ho were brought to 
the knowledge of thcmfelves, and ot God, at his houfe, 
bap~ized upon a profeffion of faith in Chrift. and admitted 

.. It is obfervable, that this ehurch at Steventon, which has been well 
fupplied with paftors, has not had more than five from tht yeal' 1655 • 
..... hen it was fir1\: gathered, to this time; a {pace of 136 years. 

to 
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to memberlhip in that fociety, of which himfelf was a 
deacon. And as his houfe fo his purfo was open for the lilpport 
()f the Redeemer's caufe; and by an unwearied liberality he 
proved that the hand of avarice never receives wealtn with 
more readinefs than the hand of chriftian \>enevolence dif­
penfes it. 

But men, even the beft of men, are born to trouble, and 
rnuft go hence to be no more feen. For fome years before 
Mr. Harwood's death, he complained of violent head-achs, 
which ended in the totallofs of his fight, and a general Je­
bility of his frame: under the whole, he appeared remark­
:.tbly refigned; and in a firm perlilafion of the jufiic~, good­
nefs, and wifdom of the divine government, fouild his 
ftrength equal to his day. Through a tedious iIlnefs, he 
feldom difcovered any degree of impatience, and whenever 
be detected his heart in an unbecominz frame, he woul. 
chide himfelf, and bemoan his imperfeaiom. At one time, 
when informing an enquiring friend of tIe feverity of the 
pains which had occafioned him a fleeplefs night, he fud­
denly pau{",d, and with an inimitable emphafls" exclaimed" 
« Its all right, brother Pearce, its all right." And as in 
his moil painful hours he was thus fubmiffive, fo in every 
eafy intermiffion, he was peculiarly thankful. Such grati­
tude for comforts, and fuch refignation in amiCtion~ are fel­
.dom found among common Chriftians. 

He was fenlible of his approaching end, and once in pro­
fpea of it, faid to a chriftian friend, with holy joy, "1 would 
not have any religion now to feek for a thoufand worlds." He 
was a firm believer in the doarines of grace, nor lefs a 
friend to practical holinefs; and though he was often up­
braided by the licentious on the one hand, and the legal on 
the other, his friends had the fatisfaC:tiQn of feeing him, whilft 
he rejoiced in fovereign mercy, by a life of fcriptural obedi­
ence, put to filence the reproaches of ungodly men. His faith 
was fuch as purifies the heart, and works by love. 

For feveral weeks before his death, he was unable 
to attend public woriliip, but frequently exprelfed a peculiar 
fatisfaCl:ion in ref!.eiling, that whilft he had it in his power~ 
his attendance on the ordinances of God's houfe had been regu­
lar, and once faid to his Pallor, with much energy,-" My 
dear Sir, do exhort the people to omit no opportunity of ho­
IlOur\ng God, and improving themfdves, by filling up th,eir 
pi aces in his houfe- they don't know how foon God may make 
them hisprifoners as he has me, and it will not be a pleafont re-

jletlion when tlaey can~ot attcmd, that they would not when they 
could." 

On 
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On Lord's-Day evening (remarkable for its being the fame 
month, the f.une day of the week, and nearly the fame hour 
of the day, on which his firft wife died, II years before) he 
quietly fell afleep in Jefus, having jufr anticipated his gra­
cious reception at his Savior's hand, as was imagined from 
his faying with his dying breath, (( Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord." 

The following Sabbath, his funeral Sennon was preached, 
from a text of his own chooGng, I. Cor. 15, 43, (( k is /own 
in wealmejs, it is raifed in power," to an audienc-e whofe tender­
oft paffiorlS were deeply affected (in addition to every other 
confideration) by the tears of a turvivUli widow, andnine fur­
roundini children. 

MONODr 
ON T·Hi DI!ATH OF 

The Rev. ROBERT ROBINSON, of Cambridge. 

By GEORGE DYER *, B. t .. 

l.ATE OF EMANUEL COLLEGE, CAI4BIUDCE. 

-0 'fI)~oAO, "I'+''' E'Y" .o"'-1'''r tJ,,{j' "'-, """" 
Q~'UT' .. ,,"'- ltpV/,-OI" tlX "'-"CT'''', THEOCRITUS, EI~\I~., I. 

T OUCH'n by the glowing year, 
Wake to life lEolian frrings; 

Wild muGc floats upon the liquid air; 
Still the gay garden fmiles, and frill the painted meadow fmgs. 

In Hammo'ld's bower at eafe reclin'd, 
Thus late I fwth'd my weary mind; 
Till bufy thought and fancy gay 
Seem'd to take their holiday j 

* The author having been engaged in pnrfuits that had fomewhat im. 
paired his health, was unbending his mind at a gentleman's feat, in 
Huntingdonlhire, by attempting an Ode to the feafon of the year, June. 
In this employment he was interruptel1 by recoiving t!ltcHlige'nce of the 
<leath ~f Mr. Robinf!ln. 

And 
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And there I weav'd the How'rs of fong; 
And muft I drop the unfinifu'd wreathe? 

Or {hew it wild the tombs among, 
Wither'd by the blaft of death. 

Adieu! ye laurels ever gay, adieu! 
A mourner fad I go to court the baleful yew. 

And oh, thou dreary {hade, 
Receive again your trembling gueft* ! 

Ye foI.::mn regions of the filent dead, 
Find me fome fecretcharm to footh the fuff'ring breaftJ 

For ah! in vain I tum my eyes 
To blooming groves and fmilingfkies; 
Faint is the garden's gayeft bloom, 
Faint all the myrtles rich perfume, 

And faint thy beams, oh facred light! 
Dearer to me the lonefome gloom, 

Where the pale emprefs of the night 
Silvers o'er the mofs grown tomb; 

F or there remembrance oft fhalilove to [hay, 
To bid the friend repofe, to blefs my Theron's dayt. 

As in the lonely vale 
The medeft primrofe droops and dies, 

Or by the pathle[s hedge the violet pale t, 
So gentle Theron droop'd, fo breath'd his dying lighs. 

No tender con[ort's aid was near; 
No children caught the doling pray'r; 
No friend receiv'dthe laft requeft; 
No friend the dying eyelids prefs'd; 

Mid the deep filence of the night 
~oftly the genial heat retired, 

And from his eyelids ftole the light, 
As the lamp of life expired. 

Vain hope! How didft thou fan thy treach'rous fires t 
F alfe, as th' inconaant Hame, that fparkles and expires § • 

.. Mr. D. here refers to his Elegy on the death of a young Lady. 
t llemembrance oft /hall haunt the /hore, 

When Thames in fummer wreathes is drcft, 
And oft fufpend the da/hing oar, 
To bid his gentle fpirit reft. 

COLLINS. Ode on the Death of Mr. 'I!zompfo", 
t Pallentes Violas. VIRG. Eel. II. 47. 

- TinCl:us viola pallor amantittm. HOR. Carm. I. iii. Od. 10. .. 

§ Mr. Robinfon was on a viflt to Birmi~gham. and died fttddenly in.. 
~lis bed, after having preached twice the preceding Sunday. He had been 
fome time indifpofeJ, but it wa~ hoped this journey millht bave reftored 
han. 

Yet 
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Yet patient let me bend, 
And praife Jehovah while I weep ; 

Truth may I find, and dying find a friend; 
Like Theron may I live, then gently fall aileep. 

F or not to barb'rous regions borne, 
By bigot hands his limbs were torn;. 
Nor were the laft fad rites unpaid, 
Nor fie;;ps he with the vulgar dead: 

The fons of freedom o'er his bier 
Hung in attentive filence loft, 

Dropt o'er his grave' the gen'rous tear, 
And precious held his duft ; 

And the laft offering paid at Truth's fair {hrine, 
Theron fhall wake to life, and own the truth divine. 

Hig~ on the topmoft '* bough 
Of Virtue's ever-fmiling tree, 

There grows a flow'r that once 'in Eden blew, 
By mortal fight, ah! feldom reached, fair Charityt, 

Higher and higher may I foar, 
Climb the fair tree and crop the flow'r. 
And deep wit.1in the troubled breaft 
Plant the heav'nly blooming gueft: 

Its facred fweets fhould footh me more, 
When wrongs opprefs, or grief invades, 

Than could Arabia's fpicy ftore, 
Or foft Italian {hades. 

If mortal hand e'er cropt this flow'r divine, 
To plant it in his breaft, it was, my Theron, thine. 

Among the village youth 
The gen'rous Theron lov'd to dwell; 

To them he ftrew'd the fiow'rs of facred truth, 
With all a paRor's love, with all a patriot's zeal. 

Yet could his genius' ample pow'rs, 
Yet could his learning's copious ftores.. 
And all his harmony of tongue, 
Pelight beyond a ruftic throng: 

* ~f''7I'''1Y f'h 
K.pllq>"" "'efT"', ""'"' '7I'QUTrzY. Pt!<DAR,01. r. 

t Immortal Amarant, a flow'r which once 
In Paradife, faft bv the tree of life, 
Began to bloom; but foon for man's offence 
To heav'o remov'd, where firft it grew, there grows 
And flow'n aloft. 

MiLTON'S Paradifo Lofi, B. Ul: 
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No more would age her lot bewail ; 
Contentment bnil'd at poverty; 

Labour WQuld welcome pain; and hail 
The riling fun ofliberty ; 

" Stillietme toil, frill not inglorious tOll, 
U In freedom's happy plains, in Btit<tin's facred ifi!: • .'j 

But fay, hath heaven in vain 
The gen'rous breafl: with freedom fir'd? 

And o'er their tombs fhall frill the Mufe complain, 
Whom virtue warm'd, and love of honeft fame infpired? 

Ah, no! -their honour'd names are bleil, 
In peace their facred <lilies reft; 
And oft the grateful Mufe fhall roam 
To drop a garland on their tomb: 

And brighter mIl their fun lhall rife, 
When time its tranfient courfe hath run, 

O'er boundlefs fields and cloudlefs fkies, 
And keep a conftant noon, 

Where the fair tree oflife for ever blows, 
And the pure ftream of blifs for ever, ever flows. 

Sweet fields of vivid light! 
Where ftorms no more fucceed to peace, 

N or toil to reft, nor day retires for night; 
:But all is ~ht, and love, and life, and boundlefs blifs t • 

. 1 he fons of freedom there fhall meet, 
There Truth maintain hel' peaceful feat, 
Conflitl: no more with fuame or pain, 
Nor toiling feem to toil in vain; 

U nfullied glories deck her brow, 
Immortal fongs her triumphs tell; 

There with frefh ardour fhall fhe glow, 
With truth immortal dwell. 

No tyrant there molefr the fmiling plain; 
But boundlefs freedom hold an everlafting reign • 

.. I fpeak on Britifh Liberty in a comparative fenie, and many Irains 
cl allowance muit: be made. 

t 1(1"0' 3E 'VXTE<T(I"IY «III 
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