
Richard Lawrence Showing the Protestant 
Persecutions of the Anabaptists 

 
There are four main historical writings that came from the First London 
Confession of Faith brethren. 
 

1) Richard Lawrence, brother of President Henry Lawrence who also wrote 
several works against the Seekers, Quakers and Open Communion type of 
Baptists, who wrote several works.  The following is from one of Richard’s 
works.  In the near future we hope to have all of Richard’s works in MS 
Word and up on our site.  Elder John O’Brien does this for us. 

2) Richard Deane wrote an earlier works covering the history of the Particular 
Baptists who later issued the First London Confession of Faith.  His work 
was published near the close of the 1600s, but it was written much earlier 
and sent out as an unpublished MS.   

 
 

A  C O P Y  of  a 
 

Brief Treatise 
 

O F 
 

The Proper Subject and Administration of 
 

Baptism. 
 

Some Years since sent by the 
Author to Thomas late Lord 

Bishop of Lincoln. 
 

With a Prefatory Epistle thereunto, 
And the Scriptures cited at large. 

 
Capt. Richard Deane 

 

 
L O N D O N 

 
Printed for the Author; And are to 

Be sold by Thomas Fabian, at the Bible 
In Cheapside near Breadstreet, 1693. 

 
 

 
3) William Kiffin’s work called The Kiffin Manuscript also contains many 

important historical writings about the Particular Baptists and some of their 
origins during the 1640-41 era known as the Richard Blount efforts.  I 
discuss all this in my work Studies on the Kiffin Ms.  This old work was 
preserved as an official part of the Church that William Kiffin gathered in 
1638.  This old church at one time was a part of the Church John Spilsbury 



gathered in 1633.  They separated because they grew too large and by such 
large meetings they would bring persecution upon themselves. 

4) Henry’ Danvers’ historical writings are full of tracing the succession of the 
Baptized Churches of Jesus Christ in England and Wales mostly. There are 
several volumes in the writings of D’Anvers because the Pedobaptists in 
England hated him and his works, and had him banished into Holland in 
the late 1670s where he died. Some Pedobaptist leaders in London claimed 
that D’Anvers falsified historical evidences and wanted the Baptists to 
disown him.  The Baptist brethren, all of them Particular Baptists, met 
together for a public view of all these charges and completely vindicated 
D’Anvers. The Particular Baptists did not work with the General Baptists at 
that time.  Since D’Anvers had become a Particular Baptist, the Particular 
Baptists tried him and validated him and his works. We have this trial also 
in our holdings and up on our site. D’Anvers’ historical works give us a 
very good and accurate account of Particular Baptist succession through 
the Predestination Anabaptists and Mennonites.  He shows that many of 
them were true and proper Trinitarians (anti-Nicenist Trinitarians as they 
would be called later). Brother John O’Brien placed all these works in MS 
Word and they are up on our site. 

 
 
As we study the original writers and their writings of the First London Confession 
era we find their continual position that they were the descendents of the old 
Anabaptists. They did not turn away from claiming their true succession through 
the old Waldenses and Albigenses.  See our works The French Connection and  
D’Anvers on The French Connection.  Please remember that the 1646 edition of 
the First London Confession contained the signing of a ”French Church of the 
same faith”. They rejected the so-called Mad Men of Muster but they did not reject 
the Anabaptists as a whole. 
 

No Whitsittism 
  
None of the brethren in the 1640s and 50s had any idea that Immersion had been 
lost in England and no one practiced it to professed believers until 1641.  During 
the life and times of the older brethren, they understood that the true church of 
Christ Jesus had always, since the beginning of the apostasy with the 
introduction of infant baptism and the union of church and state, been persecuted 
by the forces of antichrist.  They identified the forces of Antichrist to be those of 
the State Churches, or national Churches built upon the Old Covenant and Infant 
Baptism in the place of circumcision.  Richard Lawrence is plain and clear on this. 
 
Special word of thanks to Brother Chris for supplying this old work in the place of 
my older and burned one. This old work as we now have it is one of the 
copyrighted works from Old English Books on Line and we cannot share it fully.  I 
merely quote from it in review now and hope to all it and several others before too 
much longer from The Wing Collection that are not under copyright. 



 

































 
 



 











 


